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The core theme report deals with the following topics, summarising opinions, 

solutions, challenges, and opportunities for future development:  

The EPC and the real estate sector, including advertising requirements and the 

role of real estate agents, display of energy certificates, and making the EPC more 

user-friendly for the general public. 

The trade-off between EPC cost and EPC content, addressing the validity of 

EPCs, including use of default values and calculation of realistic energy savings, 

mandatory inclusion of recommendations for improving energy efficiency. 

Making the best use of EPCs, including examples of how MSs use EPC 

databases, and the EPC as a supporting document  for subsidies related with 

energy efficiency. 
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Overview of Core Theme Certification  



Advertisements: Clear guidelines are needed on how to include energy information in 

advertisements to ensure visible and meaningful publication. 

 Good examples: e.g. Portugal, Ireland.  

Access to EPC-database: Allowing partial access to certain sections of the EPC 

databases allows real estate agents to access information and clients to check it.  

 Good examples: several MSs; not possible in countries with strict data privacy law. 

User-friendliness of EPCs must be a priority, and some MSs have started to identify 

weaknesses and to improve and clarify the EPC presentation. 

 Good examples: e.g. Italy, Germany. 

Awareness creation: Displaying EPCs in public buildings visited by the public is 

important for creating awareness of energy efficient buildings, but is often lacking.  

 There is significant room for improvement.  
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Some Outcomes  



The challenge: a simple and affordable certification method, providing useful 

information for both the whole building and each apartment.  

Calculating the EPC based on actual building components and technical systems data 

instead of using default input values will result in a more realistic picture, but may 

increase the cost of the EPC.  

While data availability is good for new construction projects, existing buildings lack 

specific information for EPC calculation.  

To avoid costly data collection exercises, it is recommended  - among others - to further 

develop default values to arrive at more realistic EPCs while keeping costs modest. 

Limitations of the EPC: e.g. clear distinction between EPC recommendations providing 

guidelines for potential energy savings, EPC tailor-made recommendations, and the 

detailed energy audit providing detailed and specific data for renovation planning.  
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Realistic and affordable EPCs  
which can serve manifold purposes 
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