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New international alliance for future building 
 

A large number of representatives from the building trades and building research 

institutes from all over the world met Friday in Copenhagen to discuss the development 

of future building and form a new international alliance. The object of the alliance is to 

facilitate experience sharing in the building trades and prepare the way for propagation 

of a new international building standard, Active House – buildings that give more than 

they take. 

 

More than 50 representatives from the building trades and research institutes attended 

a founding meeting on 25 June at Hilton Hotel in Copenhagen.   

 

One of the incentives for joining the launch of the new international alliance is the fact 

that from 2020 onwards, houses must be built to be energy and CO2 neutral. As people 

spend up to 90 % of their lives indoors, and two of three buildings have a bad indoor 

climate contributing to allergies, depression and reduced learning ability, there is great 

potential in constructing better and healthier buildings.  

 

Michael Rasmussen, CMO of the VELUX Group, said, “We back the Active House vision. 

As part of the building material trade we feel a responsibility to support the 

construction of buildings that not only reduce our total energy consumption but also 

have a healthy indoor climate and make positive contributions to our environment.”  

 

Active House backs political climate goals 

The participants from Denmark, Great Britain, France, Germany, Switzerland, the 

Netherlands, Hungary, Russia and Poland were gathered in Copenhagen to launch a 

new international building trade network under the name of Active House Alliance. The 

goal of the network is that future buildings will be built according to the ”Active House 

vision”, an overall vision to develop buildings that give more than they take – with 

respect to health and indoor climate as well as energy and environment.  

 

It is a vision in harmony with the political climate goals. Member of the Danish 

parliament Anne Grete Holmsgaard (the Socialist People’s Party) for instance stressed 

that Active House makes it possible for us to reduce energy consumption, save money 

and even ensure a better indoor climate and strengthen health:   

 

“In 2009 we spent 240 billion euros in Europe to buy oil, gas and coal from countries 

outside the EU. Active House makes it possible not only to save some of these 

expenses but also to reduce energy consumption and, to top it all, to achieve a better 

indoor climate. These are important motivators for constructing houses according to 

the Active House vision,” Anne Grete Holmsgaard emphasized. 

 

Networks prepare the way for a new international building standard  

The meeting successfully led to, among other things, the creation of a Task Force to 

initiate specific activities in future for the popularization of Active House. It is the first 

step towards creating an international platform for sharing knowledge and experience. 

The platform not only aims at organizing international conferences but also at 

propagating innovative technology and energy-optimized products - a platform where  

building trades worldwide can share experience from for instance demonstration 

building projects. 
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The following companies and institutes attended the meeting: 

3h Office for Architecture, Behnisch Architekten, Bindslev, Copenhagen Cleantech 

Cluster, Dakfacilities, Danfoss Heating Solutions, Danish Technical University, Danish 

University and Property Agency, DGMR, Dickson Constant, DONG Energy, 

EuroWindoor, Glass and Glazing Federation, GRIESSER, Grundfos, Hunter Douglas, 

Fraunhofer Institute for Solar Energy, JELD-WEN, Knauf Insulation, Anne Grethe 

Holmsgaard, MT Højgaard, NIEMAN, NAPE, OEM Heat Control Systems, Siemens 

Building Technologies, Philips Lighting, PU Europe, Rambøll Danmark, Research center 

for Zero emission building, Rockwool International, Rubow Arkitekter, SBR, Slovak 

University of Technology in Bratislava, SolarCAP, Somfy Nordic Danmark, Stichting 

Living Daylights, Technische Universität Darmstadt, TNO, VELUX, Verweij, VKR 

Holding, AAEC - Association of Energy Audit for Buildings. 

 

The new Active House Task Force will consist of 

 Rockwool International 

 Grundfos 

 JELD WEN  

 Hunter Douglas 

 3th Architecture 

 CENERGIA 

 VELUX 

 Dickson Constant 

 VKR Holding A/S 

 Research center for Zero Energy Building Aalborg University 

 Technische Universität Darmstadt 

 Copenhagen Capacity 

 Danish University and Property Agency 

 Glass and Glazing Federation 

 AAEC – Association of Energy Audit for Buildings 

 

 

For more information, please contact 

 

Kurt Emil Eriksen 

kurt.emil.eriksen@activehouse.info 

+45 23 20 01 41 

 

Mikkel Skott Olsen 

Mikkel.skott.olsen@activehouse.info  

+45 23 30 31 47 

 

Read more about Active House on www.activehouse.info. 
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