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John Goodall was asked about the challenges being faced in trying to implement the Directive 
and how he feels cooperation with the EPBD Platform is helping FIEC members.  
 
 
In your opinion, what are the main challenges of the Directive? (for the  environment, for 
Kyoto objectives, for Europe, for Member States, for citizens, for professionals) 
The challenges can only be described as monumental, and for several reasons. The Member 
States’ administrations face huge obstacles in implementing the Directive. Putting the legislation 
in place is perhaps the easy part. Next, training programmes need to be developed before 
“training the trainers” can begin and only when that is complete can the trainers begin “training 
the experts” required to carry out the inspections and certification procedures called for in the 
Directive. Realistically, few if any countries have the necessary personnel available in sufficient 
numbers to transform the Directive into reality in the short term. It’s implementation may therefore 
take considerably longer than many would like to believe and certainly its practical 
implementation will come much too late to make any impact on member states’ efforts to meet 
their commitments under the Kyoto Protocol. Nor should it be overlooked that there is nothing in 
the Directive that obliges anyone to physically do anything to actually raise the energy efficiency 
of any building. This Directive is essentially a “diagnostic instrument” that certifies the condition 
and energy performance of buildings and provides advice for improving that performance; little 

’s INTERVIEW … 

http://www.fiec.eu
mailto:info@fiec.eu


more. But once in place it should afford the possibility to use it as a lever through for instance the 
application of environmental taxes or variable tariffs for the supply of energy. 
 
 
What are the specific challenges for professionals in your field? 
At the present time there are few if any specific challenges as such for construction enterprises, 
but over time that may be expected to change. In the early phases of the implementation of the 
Directive, some firms may elect to become involved in inspection and certification activities. That 
will very much depend on each member states’ interpretation of the words in the Directive that 
refer to “independent experts”. Some member states may decide that a construction enterprise 
does not qualify as an independent expert.  
It seems likely however that specialist firms in the HVAC sector will become involved at least in 
the inspection of boilers and air-conditioning systems. In many member states there is likely to be 
a shortage of competent persons available to carry out these activities which in turn will call for 
additional efforts in terms of training and recruitment. 
At a later stage, the effect of the Directive’s implementation should lead to increased construction 
activities across the board in raising the energy performance of existing buildings and more work 
for the industry as a whole. 
 
 
Is the Directive (and the new regulations related to the EPBD in each country) something 
restrictive or, on the contrary, an opportunity to encourage innovation? 
There is nothing in the Directive that we regard as being “restrictive”. As concerns promoting 
innovation, the technologies required in order to raise the energy performance of existing 
buildings already exist, but there are always opportunities for developing and introducing 
innovations, especially where renewable energy systems are concerned. A major challenge will 
be to bring down construction costs in relative terms of what is a very labour intensive activity and 
make the price of renewable technologies such as wind, solar, heat pumps, photovoltaics, etc. 
more competitive thus reducing dependence on hydrocarbon fuels. 
 
 
What are the services provided by your organisation to help your members to prepare for 
EPBD implementation? (publications, Education Committee, Technical Committee, …) 
FIEC’s activities following the adoption of the Directive by the European Institutions has been to 
raise awareness and disseminate information to our members as well as looking forward to the 
Energy Efficiency Action Plan under preparation in the European Commission. 
 
 
In which manner is the EPBD Buildings Platform an interesting initiative for your 
organisation? (to help your members, to establish more contacts, to be the relay to 
discuss pratical/technical questions, …) 
FIEC welcomes the establishment of the EPBD Buildings Platform as a focal point in Europe for 
the implementation of the Directive. There is always widespread ignorance between Member 
States of what the others are doing. Each Member State has a tendency to develop its own 
solutions to the various problems and difficulties arising for what is going on elsewhere. The 
Platform should help in breaking down these barriers of ignorance and transmitting good practice 
between Member States. Moreover, much of the information linked to the Directive’s 
implementation is complex (European Standards, etc.) and it facilitates our task enormously if we 
can refer our members to one single souce for any kind of relevant information or response to any 
question arising. 
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FIEC : the voice of the construction industry in Europe 
 
FIEC, which met first in 1905, is the voice of the construction industry in Europe.  It represents via 
its 33 national Member Federations in 27 European countries (24 EU & EFTA, Romania, Turkey 
and Bulgaria), construction enterprises of all sizes (from one person SMEs through to the large 
firms), of all Building and Civil Engineering specialities, practising all kinds of working methods 
(whether operating as general contractors or as sub-contractors). In other words, FIEC's 
enlargement process is well advanced and FIEC's broad overall representativeness combined 
with the active co-operation of the national member federations constitutes FIEC's major strength. 
 
This wide-ranging representativeness was officially recognised in a study undertaken on behalf of 
the European Commission so that FIEC was granted the status of "Social Partner" representing 
employers in the European Sectoral Social Dialogue. Furthermore, FIEC is an Associate Member 
in the Euro-Info-Centre-Network of the European Commission's "DG Enterprise" and participates 
as an Associate Member in the work of CEN, the European Standardisation Committee. 
 
In order to ensure the appropriate recognition of the construction sector in European Research 
and Technical Development matters, FIEC has been instrumental in the creation of the 
"European Council for Construction Research, Development and Innovation" (ECCREDI), of 
which it is a founding member. 
 
As concerns the international aspects of construction activity, FIEC is the European founding 
member of CICA (Confederation of International Contractors` Associations), working in close 
collaboration with our "sister organisation" EIC (European International Contractors), which in turn 
represents the interests of those European construction firms working beyond Europe's borders. 
 
Finally, in order to better coordinate and give further weight to lobbying actions for the benefit of 
the whole sector, FIEC took the initiative in 1997 to unite under the name of the "European 
Construction Forum" (ECF) the major organisations representing the various actors in the 
construction process at the European level: architects, consulting engineers, civil engineers, 
material producers, cement producers, asphalt producers, private house-builders, construction 
workers as well as contractors. (see: www.ecf.be) 
 
FIEC's internal working structure is based on 3 Commissions, each under the responsibility of a 
Vice-President : the Economic and Legal Commission (ECO), which deals, amongst others, with 
issues such as statistics, public procurement, development of infrastructure; the Social 
Commission (SOC), which deals with training and education, free movement of workers and 
enterprises, health and safety matters; the Technical Commission (TEC), dealing with standards 
and quality assurance, environmental matters such as the energy performance of buildings, 
innovation and contractors’ mechanical plant. Besides these Commissions, there is a Group 
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dealing with enlargement issues and taking care of relationships between the Western and the 
Central and Eastern Europe associations, as well as a Group aiming at the coordination of the 
interests of Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs).  
 
All FIEC activities are carried out under the lead of a President and 10 Vice-Presidents, which 
together constitute the Steering Committee, who are elected for a 2 year mandate. The Steering 
Committee reports to FIEC's "shareholders", the various national member federations, 
represented by the Council of Presidents and the General Assembly. 
 
The FIEC permanent office, based in Brussels, coordinates the work of the various bodies with 
the help of the expertise of the member federations, which, through direct contacts with the real 
actors, namely the contractors, provide an extremely timely and valuable input. 
 
If one would summarise our role, it can be said that it is a twofold task : on the one hand, to 
inform our members on the main European issues which directly or indirectly might concern our 
industry and to initiate appropriate actions in this respect, and, on the other hand, to make sure 
that the various European Institutions, at the various levels, correctly understand the needs and 
the way our industry works and that its interests are adequately taken into account.  
 
Although construction remains largely a "local" activity, one should not forget that more than 70% 
of all new national legislation is today based on European legislation (which has to be 
implemented faithfully). This means that all efforts to influence such legislation have to be 
concentrated at the European level, as the implementation into national legislation does not 
provide for much margin. It is, therefore, necessary to have an efficient and strong presence 
close to the European Institutions. 
 
 
Partnerships with important organizations in our field:  
FIEC welcomes opportunities for establishing partnerships with other organisations in the 
construction sector where shared interests can achieve common goals. A current example 
concerns FIEC’s involvement in an EU funded research project known as “SUNRISE” under the 
leadership of EPIA, the European Photovoltaics Industry Association. Also taking part are the 
Wirtschaft und Infrastruktur GmbH & Co Planungs-KG of Germany, the Association Européene 
de l’Installation Electrique (AIE) and the International Union of Architects (UIA). This initiative is 
expected to lead to widespread dissemination of photovoltaic technologies and their correct use 
and installation across Europe. 
 
 
Administration 
The FIEC permanent office is located in Belgium, at Avenue Louise 225, 1050 Brussels. 
Email: info@fiec.eu 
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