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Oliver Loebel was asked about the challenges being faced in trying to implement the Directive 
and how he feels cooperation with the EPBD Platform is helping CEETB members.  
 
 
In your opinion, what are the main challenges of the Directive? (for the  environment, for 
Kyoto objectives, for Europe, for Member States, for citizens, for professionals) 
 
We have to make the Directive work in daily practice, which is more of a challenge, than many 
may think. It implies that end-users develop confidence in the benefits of the Directive’s 
provisions. They have to understand that short-term investments may offer long-term benefits. 
Moreover, they have to trust the service providers and the added value of the energy 
performance certificates. Conversely, industry has to develop competent services that end-users 
can trust. This requires clear minimum qualification criteria, perfomance supportive software tools 
and, last but not least, effective communication with the end-users. 
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What are the specific challenges for professionals in your field? 
 
CEETB members are involved in the design, installation and maintenance of electrical, heating, 
ventilation, air conditioning and plumbing systems in buildings. This increasingly includes 
equipment using renewable sources of energy. They therefore have a crucual part to play in the 
Directive’s application.  
 
Major challenges include the understanding and application of the more than 30 CEN standards 
coming with the Directive and comprising several thousands of pages. Furthermore, significant 
training efforts are required for many of our members who will be involved in building certification 
and, to a lesser extent, inspections of air conditioning systems. Our membes have to take a 
holistic view of the building and improve their communication skills with end-users. 
 
Finally, our members feel very unsure about Article 7.2 requiring the certificate to be 
“accompanied by recommendations for the cost-effective improvement of the energy 
performance”. Cost-effectiveness is difficult to define. It may change with fluctuating energy 
prices and vary from one service provider to another.  
 
 
Is the Directive (and the new regulations related to the EPBD in each country) something 
restrictive or, on the contrary, an opportunity to encourage innovation? 
 
The Directive is certainly not too restrictive. In a number of areas, I would even consider it as too 
vague. Some Member States are using the ambiguous phrasing of Article 7 and basing building 
certification on real energy consumption and not on theoritical demand. By comparing gas and 
electricity bills, one can certainly not draw conclusions on a building’s efficiency and even less so 
propose scientifically sound improvement measures. Only an energy demand-based certificate 
can stimulate innovation. 
 
On the other hand, the Directive will certainly encourage the development of innovative energy 
efficiency solutions for large buildings. It must be hoped that the 1,000m2 threshold will be 
significantly lowered in a revised EPBD, so that these solutions can be applied to smaller 
buildings, too. 
 
 
What are the services provided by your organisation to help your members to prepare for 
EPBD implementation? (publications, Education Committee, Technical Committee, …) 
 
First of all, we actively contributed to the Directive’s drafting process. As regards its 
implementation, we participate in DG TREN’s Energy demand management committee and are 
actively involved in the related CEN standardisation process.  
 
The CEETB has established a working group dedicated exclusively to the EPBD. We conducted 
two surveys relating to the Directive’s national implementation and inform our members of new 
developments on a regular basis. Our 2006 annual congress included a session on this topic. 
However, the bulk of the work is carried out by our national members.  
 
 
In which manner is the EPBD Buildings Platform an interesting initiative for your 
organisation? (to help your members, to establish more contacts, to be the relay to 
discuss pratical/technical questions, …) 
 
The CEETB sees the EPBD Buildings Platform as a very interesting initiative. It facilitates the 
exchange of information about the implementation process in the Member States, good practice 
solutions and problems encountered. Furthermore, it stimulates dialogue between market 



partners. I could also see the Platform playing an active part in preparing and accompanying the 
revision of the Directive. 
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1 or 2 pages description of your organisation activities and challenges 
 
 
The CEETB in figures 
• The CEETB was founded in 1976 as the joint European association of electrical, 

telecommunication, heating, air conditioning, ventilation and plumbing contractors. 
• Through its member organisations AIE and GCI-UICP, the CEETB represents about 450,000 

specialist building contractors with 2,400,000 employees in 27 countries of the European 
Union and beyond. 

• The overall turnover of these companies represents about EUR 200 billion. 
• Specialist contractors represent one quarter of the total turnover in construction and 31% of 

that of the building sector. 
 
CEETB targets 
The CEETB promotes at European level the interests of members in all areas of concern with a 
particular focus on: 
• Guaranteeing a level playing field in the liberalised energy markets. 
• Working towards an EU policy framework that supports investments in energy efficiency and 

renewable sources of energy. 
• Promoting highest quality and performance standards for technical installations inside and 

outside buildings through compulsory minimum qualifications and regular inspection and 
maintenance schemes. 

• Strengthening the role of specialist engineering contractors in the construction supply chain 
and promoting life cycle costs as award criterion for public and private contracts. 

 
Partner for sustainable development 
Promoting energy efficiency 
Specialist engineering contractors have become major promoters of end-use efficiency of both 
energy and water. 
Thanks to their direct contacts to private and commercial clients, they are in a position to actively 
promote energy efficient equipment and to maintain its performance level through regular 
inspection and maintenance. In most Member States, specialist engineering contractors are 
qualified to do energy checks of buildings and advise end-users on the most economical solution. 
 



Promoters of renewable sources of energy 
Specialist engineering contractors have become important players in the field of renewable 
sources of energy. They raise the awareness of end-users on technologies and public incentive 
programmes. 
Today, technical contractors install and maintain solar thermal and photovoltaic systems, biomass 
boilers, heat pumps and others. Moreover, they are actively involved in pilot projects for fuel cells. 
 
At the forefront of new technologies 
End-use efficiency and comfort can also be increased through "intelligent" buildings, in which all 
individual components of building technology are linked together. Technical contractors are 
actively involved in awareness raising campaigns and will play a major part in the construction of 
intelligent buildings. 
 
Highest training and qualification requirements 
The wide range of activities described above, requires vocational training and professional   
qualification systems, which are constantly updated to include the best available technologies. 
Additional qualifications / certificates are usually required to be allowed to offer specific services 
such as energy audits and energy advice. 
 
Participation in EU advisory groups 
• Energy demand management committee (DG TREN) 
• EU Sustainable Energy Forum (DG TREN) 
• European climate change programme – phase II (DG ENVI) 
• Energy performance of buildings directive: Buildings Platform 
• Expert group on the sustainable urban environment (DG ENVI) 
• Steering group for the development of a LCC methodology (DG ENTRE) 
• SME Energy (European Parliament) 
• WG for the development of Eco-label criteria for heat pumps (DG ENVI) 
• Hydrogen and fuel cells technology platform (DG Research) 
• Photovoltaic technology platform (DG Research) 
• Water and Sanitation technology platform (DG Research) 
• Construction technology platform (DG Research) 
• Monitoring group for the implementation of the regulation on fluorinated gases (DG ENVI) 
• Consultation Forum under Art. 18 of the Eco-Design Framework Directive (DG ENTRE) 
• Liaison status with the Committee on water intended for human consumption (DG ENVI) 
 
Partnerships with important organisations in our field:  
• Member of UEAPME (European SME association) 
• Through GCI-UICP, member of NORMAPME (European association representing SMEs in 

standardisation) 
• Ad-hoc partnerships with numerous associations (COGEN, EHI, EREC, EUREAU, 

MARCOGAZ etc.) 
 
Administration 
The secretariat of CEETB is located in Brussels (Rue Jacques de Lalaing 4, Belgium). Email: 
contact@ceetb.org. 
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