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Hubert David was asked about the challenges being faced in trying to implement the Directive 
and how he feels cooperation with the EPBD Platform is helping EURIMA members.  
 
In your opinion, what are the main challenges of the Directive? (for the  environment, for 
Kyoto objectives, for Europe, for Member States, for citizens, for professionals) 
In the short term, the proper implementation of the EBPD within the given deadlines is the main 
challenge. Member States and regional authorities started a bit too late, and were not entirely 
prepared to implement the EBPD in an effective and efficient way. Also, the start of the 
EBPDBuildingsPlatform should have been at least one year earlier. 
 
As far as the Kyoto objectives, is concerned, the EBPD is not ambitious enough. The building 
sector on its own can deliver Europe's Kyoto obligations. Because of the very modest scope of 
the EBPD Directive (the 1.000 m² threshold), the EBPD will realise only 20% of the potential. 
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What are the specific challenges for professionals in your field? 
The insulation industry is well prepared, not at least because of its early involvement in 
standardisation work (CEN TC 88). The challenge now is that our colleagues in the marketplace 
have to explain the EBPD to officials and subscribers; this process costs time. 
 
Is the Directive (and the new regulations related to the EPBD in each country) something 
restrictive or, on the contrary, an opportunity to encourage innovation? 
Despite its limited scope, the EBPD is an opportunity not at least because it is an agenda setter. 
Many authorities and subscribers are now obliged to look at the matter of cost-effective measures 
to reduce energy usage in buildings. The recent increases in energy prices help in that matter. 
 
What are the services provided by your organisation to help your members to prepare for 
EPBD implementation? (publications, Education Committee, Technical Committee, …) 
Within EURIMA, we have a special committee to follow the implementation of the EBPD (our so-
called TA27). Members of this TA27 are technical and marketing staff from our member 
companies. Additionally, I cover the implementation of the EBPD almost every week in my weekly 
report to the member companies. 
 
In which manner is the EPBD Buildings Platform an interesting initiative for your 
organisation? (to help your members, to establish more contacts, to be the relay to 
discuss pratical/technical questions, …) 
The EBPDBuildingsPlatform is a crucial organisations for our members.  It is considered as an 
up-to-date and reliable source of information, together with the newsletter of the CA EBPD and 
with the newsletter of ENPER EXIST. Its publications are widely distributed in all countries of 
Europe. Members are very interested. 
 


