
EPBD implementation in

1. Introduction

In the Walloon Region of Belgium,
the overall responsibility of the
implementation of the Energy
Performance of Buildings Directive
(EPBD) rests with the Department
of Energy and Sustainable Buildings,
except for the inspections of boilers
and air-conditioning (AC) systems,
which are under the responsibility
of the Walloon Agency for Air and
Climate.

The Walloon Region of Belgium
implemented the EPBD on the 19th of
April 2007. The Region has had a
thermal regulation for new and existing
dwellings, schools and offices, for many
years. For existing buildings, there are
requirements for the building envelope
(U-values) and ventilation. These
requirements are applied in the case
that a building permit (‘permis
d'urbanisme’) is required for a
renovation. For new buildings, the
requirements depend on the building
type, and may cover the building
envelope (U-values, global insulation
level), the global Energy Performance
(EP) rating (Ew, Espec), ventilation, and
an overheating rating. A certification
scheme is in place for existing
residential buildings since June 2010.
More than 150,000 certificates are
already delivered, representing more
than 10% of the existing residential
building stock. The regulation
concerning the certification of existing
non-residential buildings is in place
since October 2011.

2. Energy performance requirements

In Belgium, regulations on the building
energy performance are of regional
competence. However, there are
cooperation agreements between the 3
Regions, in order to establish an almost
common methodology, leaving each
Region to define its own requirements.
Also, the 3 Regions will soon use a single
software tool (Figure 1), developed
jointly. The aim is to enable the easier
application of the tool by professionals.

2.1 Progress and current status
The calculation procedures and the
minimum requirements for new and
existing buildings have been included in an
Executive Order (M.B. du 22/06/2012 , p.
34014). After the first phase, which started
in 2008, the Walloon EP Regulation came
into force in its current form in May 2010.

The type and level of requirements for
new buildings are determined by the
function and type of the building
(residential/schools and
offices/industry/other non-residential
buildings), (Table 1) and cover:
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> the maximum Espec value, which
expresses the primary energy demand
per m2 of heated floor area;

> the maximum Ew value, which
expresses the primary energy
consumption of the building compared
to the primary energy demand of a
reference building;

> the maximum K-value, which depends
on the average U-value and the
compactness of the building;

> the maximum U-values for each
element of the building envelope;

> the requirements concerning
ventilation (minimum ventilation rates
to ensure indoor air quality);

> the maximum value for overheating rating.

For small existing buildings (<1,000 m ),
the requirements of the previous regulation
(in force since 1996) remain in place for
ventilation, with more demanding Umax
values. The requirements are also extended
to other building typologies (including
industry in some cases of extension or
rebuilding). For renovated buildings larger
than 1,000 m , the type and level of
requirements is a function of the building
type and the extent of the renovation.

Since May 2010, the requirements have
been tightened twice, in terms of the
demand level:

> The first tightening came into effect in
September 2011, and it concerned the
consumption requirements for new
buildings. The maximum primary
energy demand was reduced from
170 kWh/m to 130 kWh/m , and the
Ew value from 100 to 80.

> The second tightening came into effect
in June 2012, and it concerned the
insulation requirements for new and
existing buildings. The maximum
K-value was maintained at 45, but with
the obligation to take into account the
impact of thermal bridges. The
maximum U-values for each element
of the building envelope were also
tightened. The calculation procedure
has also been slightly modified (main
changes: incorporation of the impact
of constructive thermal bridges,
integration of a cooling flow by opening
windows, integration of ventilation on
demand, modification of formulas
related to cogeneration, information
on photovoltaic panels, etc.).

Table 1 (continued on next page): Requirements evolution.
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Upcoming enhancements are planned for
January 2014, and will involve the maximum
primary energy demand, the maximum Ew
value, the maximum K-value and the maximum
U-values, depending on the function and type
of the building (see Table 1).

The calculation procedure will also
evolve, with two major changes:

> a better approach of the cooling and
overheating rating calculation in
residential buildings (main changes are:

more accurate treatment of the effect of
shading devices, consideration of new
cooling systems, such as free cooling or
Canadian well (ground-coupled heat
exchanger), changes in the assumptions for
assessing the risk of overheating, etc.);

> an extension of the methodology
concerning non-residential buildings.

Figure 2 shows the impact of the changes
in the regulations on the primary energy
consumption of projects registered in the
EPB database (for new buildings).
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2.2 Format of national transposition
and implementation of existing
regulations

Qualified Expert
Professionals in charge of implementing
the regulation are called ‘EPB
responsibles’. The required degree is that
of an architect or engineer. For the
moment, 3,362 QEs are accredited.
Among them, 922 are firms and 2,440 are
private persons. For a person to become
accredited, he/she must hold one of the
required degrees, and prove that they
have insurance coverage. Names and
addresses of QEs are listed on the
website1 of the Department of Energy
and Sustainable Buildings.

Software tool
A free software tool has been developed
for QEs to be able to calculate the
primary energy consumption of the
building, to check compliance with
regulation requirements, and to deliver
proper forms to the administration. The
software tool integrates a 3D Builder
interface to facilitate the project coding.
Since the first online version, when the
regulation came into force in May 2010,
four updates have been made available.
In addition to the adaptations necessary
for the implementation of
reinforcements, the Region ensures
constant improvements related to the
usability of the tool, in response to the
expectations of users.

QEs must save all their files on the central
EPB web database (Figure 3). Local and
regional administrations (866 civil
servants) have access to this database in
order to control compliance with the
regulation. For the moment, 26,714
projects are registered in the database
(new buildings and major renovations
since May 2010), from which 2,369 are
completed (building construction
completed) (Figure 4).

Training Courses
Training courses are organised
continuously. Their aim is to:

> explain the basic principles of the
calculation method and the energy
requirements to new QEs;

> explore in more detail the technical
aspects to the accredited QEs.

The training courses are voluntary.

Figure 3: Central EPB web database.

Figure 4: Central EPB web database – recorded files.

1 energie.wallonie.be/fr/liste-des-responsables-peb-agrees.html?IDC=7264

Figure 2: Average results of buildings
registered in the EPB database in terms

of Ew (primary energy consumption)
compared to the legal requirements.
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Practical guide and support
A practical guide (Figure 5) designed for
professionals helps them to understand
the new regulation. This guide is available
on the website1 of the Department of
Energy and Sustainable Buildings.

A specific support service called
'Facilitateurs PEB' is available. This service
is accessible by mail or phone,
and requires more than 3.5 full-time staff.

2.3 Cost-optimal procedure for
setting EP requirements
Tenders for a public service contract were
launched by the Walloon Region at the
end of 2011, for the conduct of a study
(named the ‘Co-ZEB study’) aiming at:

> determining the requirements relative
to Nearly Zero-Energy Buildings (NZEB);

> determining the optimal EP level in
relation to costs.

The contract was awarded to the
Association of the University of Mons
(Energy Centre), the University of Liège
(EnergySuD), and the study bureau 3E.

At the end of 2012, only the first task of the
study has been completed. Results for the
second task will be available in May 2013.

2.4 Action plan for progression to NZEB
The Co-ZEB study qualifies any NZEB by a
level of energy performance of the building
envelope close or equivalent to the
‘Passive House’ standard. However, it is
not necessary for a NZEB to comply with all
of the criteria set by the ‘Passive House’
standard, given the highly constraining
nature of these criteria for certain building
types and/or for certain locations (in
particular the criterion on the airtightness
of the building envelope, which imposes a
specific level of performance that is often
difficult to achieve in construction terms).
The quantification of the EP level is based
on the development zones and the building
type, as well as on whether the building is
new or renovated.

NZEB will be characterised by the high
thermal performance of the building
envelope, together with covering a part of
the residual consumption for
heating/cooling and electricity using
Renewable Energy Sources (RES).

This means that, at the design stage, a
NZEB is characterised by an energy
performance that is close or equivalent to
that of the ‘Passive House’ standard in
terms of the building envelope, and by the
renewable energy coverage of part of the
consumption, as illustrated in Figure 6.

To be certified as NZEB, the building must
meet a series of strict requirements or
alternative criteria. A series of non-
restrictive recommendations aims at
facilitating compliance with the
requirements set. A list of recommended
solutions for the equipment encourages
the occupants of NZEB to align their actual
energy consumption with the projected or
reference consumption estimated for items
not considered in the characterisation of a
NZEB at the design stage (Table 2).

The definition of NZEB and the EP level that
is associated with NZEB shall evolve together
with the available technologies, their cost
and their ability to be implemented.

Interim targets for improving the energy
performance of new buildings by 2015
The main targets set in the Regional
Policy Statement (RPS) and included in
the First Employment-Environment
Alliance (EEA) of the ‘Plan Marshall
2.Vert’ are described as follows:

“With regard to new buildings, all
construction will comply with the ‘very
low energy’ standard from 2014 onwards.
Construction will also comply with the
‘passive’ standard or equivalent from
2017. From 2019 onwards, all new
buildings – in addition to the passive
standard – will be required to comply as a
minimum with the ‘net zero’ standard and
tend towards positive-energy buildings

Figure 6: NZEB -
Definition.

Figure 5:
Guide on the
building energy
performance for
residential
buildings.

1 energie.wallonie.be/fr/guide-de-la-performance-energetique-des-batiments-peb.html?IDD=20571&IDC=6935
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(i.e. buildings where the production of
renewable energy is equal to or greater
than the consumption of non-renewable
primary energy on an annual basis).
(…) In order to set an example, from 2012
onwards the Walloon Region will apply these
standards for all public buildings, as well as
for granting subsidies, making donations or
any other form of aid for property
investments that the Region grants to other
public or associated bodies.”

In the spirit of the RPS, any new building
will tend towards compliance with the ‘very
low energy’ standard from 2014 onwards,
while at least complying with the
requirements Ew 60 and K 35. In addition
to these indicators and in accordance with

the EPB regulations, the requirements
regarding the insulation of walls, ventilation
and overheating continue to apply.

Parallel to the requirements regarding Ew,
Espec and K, the requirements regarding
Umax and Rmin will gradually be tightened.

Interim targets for improving the
energy performance of renovated
buildings by 2015
The energy requirements provided in the
RPS from the 1st of January 2015 for large-
scale renovation works are to comply with
‘very low energy’ requirements. According
to the Government Decree of the 17th of
April 2008, large-scale renovations
correspond to buildings with a total usable

Table 2:
NZEB –

Requirements and
recommendations.
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floor area larger than 1,000 m2 that are the
subject of major renovation works, i.e.:

> either if the renovation involves works
encompassing at least 25% of the
building envelope;

> or if the total cost of the renovation
works relating to the building envelope
or the building energy systems is greater
than 25% of the value of the building
(the value of the building does not
include the value of the land on which
the building is situated).

2.5 Any other relevant information
There are various voluntary actions
concerning new and existing residential
and non-residential buildings. The most
significant ones are:

> The Energy Advice Procedure for existing
residential buildings, in force since 2006.
This audit provides an evaluation of the
energy performance of the building, as
well as recommendations to improve this
performance. At the moment, more than
852 assessors are accredited. All audits
are centralised on a database. Currently,
more than 27,850 audits are registered
on this database, representing almost 2%
of the existing building stock in the
Walloon Region. A brand new procedure,
accompanied by a new report layout and
providing a strong link with energy
certification has been developed and will
be used by the end of 2013.

> The call for the projects 'Exemplary
buildings in Wallonia' is a new action for
the development of construction and
refurbishment of buildings with strict
energy and environmental criteria. The
first call ended in December 2012. 70
projects have been submitted.

3. Energy performance certificates

In relation to energy performance
certification, the following regulations apply:

> Certification of new buildings: the
enforcement order was approved by the
government on the 25th of August 2011
(M.B. du 05/09/2011, p. 56370).

> Certification of existing residential
buildings: the enforcement order was
approved by the government on the 3rd of
December 2009 (M.B. du 22/12/2009, p.
80379), and was modified on the 27th of
May 2010 (M.B. du 07/06/2010, p. 35958).

> Certification of existing non-residential
buildings: the enforcement order was
approved by the government on the 20th

of October 2011 (M.B. du 03/11/2011,
p. 65830).

> Certification of public buildings: the
enforcement order was approved by the
government on the 24th of November
2011 (M.B. du 12/12/2011, p. 72952).

Since the 1st of May 2010, certification is
mandatory for new buildings when the
building permit is requested. An EPB-
responsible is identified at the beginning
of the construction works and is
responsible for compliance with the
requirements. At the end of the process,
the certificate is issued by the
administration on the basis of the
information contained in the final EP
declaration of the building. The
certificate is valid for 10 years. The
layout and indicators are the same as
those for existing buildings, except of the
recommendations that are limited to
behavioral aspects.

The Executive Order of the 20th of
October 2011 regulates the certification
of existing non-residential buildings. It is,
however, not implemented yet. The
calculation method and the software tool
are under preparation. Certification of
existing non-residential buildings is
expected to start in 2015. The certificate
will be valid for 10 years. The certificates
will be registered in a database. They will
be based on an asset rating and will be
issued by an accredited assessor. The
degrees and/or the professional
experience required in order to be
accredited as an expert for issuing
certificates for existing non-residential
buildings are defined in the Order.
Assessors must have at least one of the
following qualifications:

> have a valid agreement as ‘responsable
PEB’; or

> be authors of technical, environmental
and economical feasibility studies; or

> be assessors for certification of existing
residential buildings; or

> be external assessors for the
certification of public buildings; or

> be assessors under the Executive Order
of the 30th of May 2002 concerning
subsidies granting for the improvement
of the energy performance and the
promotion of a more rational energy use
in the private sector (AMURE); or

> be assessors under the Executive Order
of the 10th of April 2003 concerning
granting subsidies to legal persons of
public law and to non-commercial
bodies, for the realisation of studies and
refurbishment aiming at the
improvement of the buildings’ energy
performance (UREBA).
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In order to obtain the accreditation to issue
certificates, assessors will have to attend a
training course of 5 to 7 days, and pass an
exam. In order for a firm to be accredited,
there must be at least one accredited
private person working in the company.

3.1 Progress and current status on
sale or rental of buildings
Certification of existing residential buildings
(Figure 7) applies to buildings whose
building permit was requested earlier than
the 1st of May 2010. A certificate has to be
available at the time of a preliminary sales
agreement at the latest in case of selling,
and at the time of contract signature at the
latest in case of renting. If the certificate is
missing, an administrative fine of 2 €/m
with a minimum of 250 € and a maximum of
25,000 € is legally prescribed. The
administration has not applied this rule yet.

The certificate is valid for 10 years.

For existing residential buildings, the
development of the calculation method
(asset rating), the handbook for assessors,
the content of the certificate, the
software tools, and the training material
are being finalised but are not completed
yet. They are continuously adapted to
input received from the certification
support service as clarification to
questions posed by assessors.

In multifamily residential buildings, the
certificate is issued per flat. In case there
is a collective system for heating,
Domestic Hot Water (DHW), ventilation,

etc., an audit of the collective system
must be completed at the time of renting
or selling of the first apartment. This data
of the audit are saved in a database, and
are used as input for the certification of
the other flats of the building.

The certification process is quick (lasts for
about 4 hours), in order to keep the price
-which is displayed on the certificate- low.
In the early stages of certification, the
average price (Figure 8) was 480 € (VAT
included) for single-family houses;
currently, it is about 300 € (VAT included).
Respectively, the average price for an
apartment was 300 €; currently, it is about
190 €. The total turnover generated since
the beginning of the certification of
existing residential buildings in June 2010
is about 50 M€ (VAT included).

The Energy Performance Certificate (EPC)
contains improvement measures without
detailed facts and figures. These
measures are automatically delivered by
the software tool, however, they are
related to the result of the calculation.
For example, a recommendation
concerning the improvement of wall
insulation is given by the software if the
U-value calculated for this wall is above
0.4 W/m2.K. A revision of the
recommendations, covering both content
and layout, is expected in early 2014.

If a house has an incomplete or incorrect
EPC, it is proposed to the landlord to
conduct an audit of the building (this
audit lasts for about 1.5 day). The
outcome of this audit is linked to
incentives to improve the energy
performance of the house. These audits
provide improvements with detailed facts
and figures. A brand new energy audit
procedure, report layout and a strong link
with energy certification has been
developed and will be used by the end of
2013 (Figure 9). Assessors competent to
conduct audits are those who are also
competent to issue certificates.

The degrees and/or the professional
experience required in order to be
accredited experts for issuing certificates
are set in the Order (a degree of architect
or engineer, or other degrees concerning
the energy performance of buildings, or a
professional experience of at least 2 years
in the field of the building EP calculation).
Assessors to issue certificates must attend a
training course of 5.5 days, and pass an
exam. So far, the administration has
received more than 3,400 applications, of
which, 3,200 fulfill all the requirements set

Figure 7:
EPC for residential

buildings.
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Figure 8: EPC – Evolution of average price.

in the Order regarding degrees or
professional experience. At the end of 2012,
more than 1,800 assessors were accredited.
Among them, more than 80% are engineers
or architects. The names and addresses of
the assessors are listed on the website1.

Support for assessors is available by email
and phone. This service requires more
than 3 full-time staff. Another aim of this
support service is to provide tools for
assessors: a semestrial newsletter, a list
of frequently asked questions, help on the
workflow (documents in tree structure
form helping accredited experts to make
decisions on how to treat a residential
building – e.g., number of certificates
needed, certification as ‘apartment
building’, ‘single-family house’ or
‘collective housing’,…) , workshops,
improvements of the calculation
procedure, handbooks, software, training
material, etc..

All certificates are generated by a central
database on the basis of output files
coming from the software. An assessor
needs a login and a password to be able to
insert a file in the central database. The
generated certificate is then sent to the
assessor by mail. This database is
managed by the administration, and it is
used for communication purposes
(articles, publication, radio broadcast,

etc.) and quality checks. For the moment,
the database contains more than 150,000
certificates, representing more than 10%
of the existing building stock. Depending
on the market activity, more than 4,000
certificates for single-family houses are
inserted in the database every month, and
more than 2,500 certificates for
apartments.

From the analysis of the data available in
the central database, it is possible to
extract quite interesting information. For
example, the average building label is E,

Figure 9: New energy audits layout.

1 energie.wallonie.be/fr/liste-des-certificateurs-peb-agrees.html?IDC=7233
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but it depends on the use of the building:
the average label for single-family houses
is F and for apartments is D (Figure 10).
The average Espec (Figure 11) has evolved
since certification started in 2010 in the
following ways:

> Between June 2010 and January 2011,
certification was only mandatory at the
time of selling single-family houses with
building permits requested after the 1st

of December 1996. This explains why
the average results were 280
kWhEP/m .year - label D, in line with
the minimum requirements which were
in place then.

> In the first semester of 2011, the
obligation to have a certificate was
extended to all cases of selling single-
family houses. The database shows a
very high average primary energy
consumption (more than 540
kWhEP/m .year - label G). A first
explanation is that the stock of single-
family houses in the Walloon Region is
very old and, therefore, the buildings
often have a poor EP. A second
explanation is that the obligation was
not well known to the wider public and,
as a consequence, few people presented
additional documents (proof) to
assessors in order to prove a better EP
of their house.

> Since the second semester of 2011, all
single-family houses and apartments on
sale or rent have the obligation to have a
certificate. The results coming from the
database are better, since apartments
have a better EP than that of the single-
family houses (global average for
apartments and single-family houses is
currently about 420 kWhEP/m .year
corresponding to label E, whereas the
average for single-family houses only is
about 480 kWhEP/m .year - label E), and,
since then, people know more about how
to use the information in the EPC.

Figure 11: Evolution of the average Espec

in the certification of single-family houses.

Figure 12:
Distribution of EPC
labels in relation to

the building age
(only when the
building age is

known).

Figure 10: Distribution of the number of EPCs
per label regarding apartments and single-family houses.
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Figure 13:
Information
campaigns.

1 energie.wallonie.be/fr/vendre-acheter-louer-un-batiment.html?IDC=7234

However, it is important for the general
public to understand that old houses do
not necessarily have a poor energy
performance, as much as recently built
houses do not necessarily have a good
energy performance; the only way to
know the actual energy performance of a
building is by obtaining an EPC. Figure 12
shows the distribution of EPC labels in
relation to the building age (for cases
where the building age is known).

Quality controls begun in 2012 through the
analysis of the certificates database. As a
result, the first procedures concerning
infringement have been issued. In 2012,
the administration initiated 15 control
demands, based on those first procedures,
with the following results: one assessor had
to undergo a new training, and another has
seen his accreditation revoked.
Furthermore, a control web tool is being
developed, and will be finalised in 2013.
The aim is to increase efficiency and to
systematise quality checks by identifying
suspicious data in the database (based on
improved queries during the first control),
by randomly selecting certificates for each
assessor, and by automating the input and
saving of documents related to each
assessor.

3.2 Progress and current status on
public and large buildings visited by
the public
The Executive Order of the 24th of
November 2011 regulated the certification
of public buildings. The certificate is valid
for 5 years. The Walloon region adopted a
simplified calculation method based on an
operational rating. The energy
consumption indicators must be updated
every year and be registered in the
database. The degrees and/or professional
experience required in order to be
accredited as expert for issuing certificates
of public buildings are defined in the
Order. For an external private person to
become accredited for the certification of
public buildings, these persons must meet
the same conditions as described earlier
for existing non-residential buildings.

Candidate assessors must attend a
training course and pass an exam. In order
for a firm to become accredited, there
must be at least one accredited external
private person working in the company.
The ability to become accredited experts
also have private persons working for a
public authority, with at least 2 years of
professional experience in the field of
monitoring the energy consumption.
However such persons only have the
competence to issue certificates for the
public authority they work for.

3.3 Implementation of mandatory
advertising requirement – status
A draft decree, already approved in its
first reading by the government, is
launching mandatory advertisement; it
requires the EP indicator(s) included in
the EPC to be mentioned in advertising,
starting in 2013. The proposed decree
foresees an administrative fine from 250 €
to a maximum of 50,000 € in case that the
EP indicator(s) of the EPCs are not
mentioned in the advertisement.

3.4 Information campaigns
Information campaigns targeting the
general public took place in 2010 and
2011. In parallel, regular discussions with
the Notary Association have been led
since 2009 in order to determine the role
of notaries in the control of the
availability of EPCs at the time of selling.
As a result, notaries require an EPC to be
available before any sales agreement. In
case of renting, lease agreements have to
be registered at the Federal
Administration. It seems now that
administrative practice requires the EPC
to be available in order for a lease
agreement to get registered. However,
statistical information is not available,
because information on the transaction
type is not an input data of the EPC, but
this obligation is now well known to the
large public, and is well followed.

Detailed brochures (Figure 13), as well as
official texts and tools are available on
the Walloon Region website.1
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4. Inspection requirements -
heating systems, air-conditioning

4.1 Progress and current status on
heating systems
The inspection of heating systems has
been included in an Executive Order on
the 29th of January 2009. The Government
of the Walloon Region approved this Order
to prevent the atmospheric pollution
produced by central systems for heating
and DHW, and to reduce their energy
consumption. This Order is an extension
of the Royal Order in force since 1978 for
the inspection of liquid or solid fuel
boilers. Inspections are mandatory at
least every year for oil boilers, and every
three years for gas boilers, regardless of
their power.

At the end of March 2013, about 2,100
technicians are certified to inspect gas
fuel boilers, and roughly the same number
for liquid fuel boilers. In order to obtain
the certificate, technicians must pass an
examination in a centre recognised by the
Walloon authorities. Currently, 11 centers
are recognised for technicians inspecting
liquid fuel boilers, and 8 for inspecting
gas fuel boilers.

According to the 'Décret du 05 juin 2008
relatif à la recherche, la constatation, la
poursuite et la répression des infractions
et les mesures de réparation en matière
d'environnement', control of compliance
with the Order of the 29th of January 2009
is a responsibility of the Department of
Environmental Police and Controls of the
Walloon Region. This decree also defines
the penalties that may be imposed on
persons violating these regulations.

The Order of the 29th of January 2009 also
requires that a post-control of certified
technicians is carried out by accredited
control bodies.

4.2 Progress and current status on
AC systems
The Government of the Walloon Region
approved two Executive Orders, on the
12th of July 2007 and on the 18th of
October 2012, respectively, to prevent
pollution at the time of installation and
putting into service of fixed air-
conditioning (AC) systems using fluoride
cooling, as well as in case of intervention
on those systems.

Those Executive Orders foresee energy
inspections by accredited experts to

ensure energy performance of the AC
systems by evaluating the EP of the AC
unit, as well as its sizing regarding the
cooling needs of the building.

Once the system is implemented,
accredited AC experts will have to
complete a specific training in an
accredited training centre in order to be
able to carry out energy inspections on AC
systems. Controls of accredited AC
experts are foreseen to be performed by
an accredited control body.

5. Conclusions and future plans

In the Walloon Region, the regulation in
compliance with the Energy Performance
of Buildings Directive (EPBD) is in place
since 2007, and is currently well known to
architects, and engineers, but also to
building contractors. As an example, a
few years ago, practical solutions to
constructive thermal bridges were known
to only a few architects and engineers,
whereas today they are often used by
building contractors. This is also the case
for airtightness and other quality issues.
Also, awareness of the general public
concerning the importance of having a
well-insulated building, with efficient
energy systems, is raised. Energy
certificates and energy audits also
contribute largely to the raise of
awareness, as do the voluntary actions led
by the region in the field of the Energy
Performance (EP) of buildings, as well as
the financial incentives (energy
investment tax credit, allowances, 0%
interest loan for energy investments,
etc.).

However, despite this gradual raise of
awareness in the first phase of the
enforcement of the regulation, the region
has to intensify controls by finalising the
software tools, and by dedicating more
human resources to this end. This is also
in line with the requirements of the
recast EPBD.

For the moment, the Walloon Region
works on finalising the results of the study
on cost-optimality, and will deliver a
report by the end of May 2013.
Furthermore, the government adopted a
new project of the EPBD Decree. This
decree should be definitely adopted by
the end of 2013. In parallel, the Walloon
Region works on a new set of Executive
Orders in order to comply with the recast
EPBD.
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The sole responsibility for the content of this report lies with the authors. It does not
necessarily reflect the opinion of the European Union. Neither the EACI nor the
European Commission are responsible for any use that may be made of the information
contained therein.

The content of this report is included in the book “Implementing the Energy
Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)”, ISBN 978-972-8646-27-1,
© ADENE 2013 (pages 109-120)

More details on the IEE Programme can be found at
ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent

This individual report and the full book of national reports 2012 can be downloaded from
www.epbd-ca.eu and also from www.buildup.eu
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