
The Covenant of Mayors Office is pleased to announce that the 
2nd Covenant of Mayors Ceremony will be held at the Hemicycle 
of the European Parliament in Brussels on 4 May 2010. This year’s 
Ceremony marks twelve months of exceptional growth in the Covenant 
of Mayors. With more than 1 200 towns and cities signed up to the 
initiative, this event will be a chance for mayors from across Europe to 
come together to share their experiences of participating in the Covenant.   

Mayors from signatory cities can expect to receive their official invitation 
to the Ceremony in the coming weeks, with registration for the event 
beginning in February. 

Further details of the Ceremony can be found on page 4.  

ELENA is aiming to provide technical assistance in a range of sectors,  
with particular emphasis on buildings, urban transport and local energy 
infrastructure. 

EU funding for this Facility was seen as necessary for two reasons:

1.  To strengthen the perception of sustainable energy measures on the 
local level as vectors of economic development and tools for fighting 
climate change, by showing practical examples; and

2.  To develop innovative practices that have already been put in place 
successfully in some places but are not yet widely applied – such  
as the use of Energy Service Companies that can help install energy-
efficient technologies 

“The public sector does not have the resources required for such  
investments,” adds Alario. “We are trying to support public entities in the 
implementation of technologies such as renewable energy sources that 
recuperate their costs through the resulting savings.”

Other innovations that require funding include hybrid buses that cost 
more initially but offer energy reductions up to 30%. Or use of LEDs  
for street lighting – this requires work on performance, lifetimes, etc.  
“However our focus is not on the technology itself but on the practices 
involved in increasing uptake of new products.”

ELENA is implemented jointly by the European Investment Bank and  
the European Commission. The EIB itself has extensive experience in  
energy projects through the investments it has already made in a wide  
range of applications across Europe.

ELENA Facility set to support investments  
linked to SEAP implementation in Covenant Cities

More information, please visit:  
www.eib.org/products/technical_assistance/elena/index.htm

Mr Juan Alario, Associate Director  
and Head of the Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy Division at the EIB”

EIB’s brochure on ELENA

The 2nd Covenant of Mayors 
Ceremony to take place this May 
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The European Commission, with the cooperation of the European 
Investment Bank (EIB), has launched a new €15 million technical 
assistance facility to accelerate the implementation of sustainable 
energy investments at municipal and regional level across Europe. 
ELENA (European Local Energy Assistance) will provide up to 90% 
grant co-financing of the costs associated with preparing large 
sustainable energy investments. Projects supported via the ELENA 
facility might gain easier access to investment funding from the 
EIB, other public and private investors or banks.

“We are keen to support the development of large projects, intended  
to bring about real change,” explains Juan Alario, Associate Director  
and Head of the Energy Efficiency & Renewable Energy Division at  
the EIB. “Such investments and programmes are crucial to reduce  
transaction costs, attract investors and address European interests.  
To achieve the EU 20-20-20 targets will require hundreds of millions  
of euro. And most of this investment needs to take place in cities  
as urban areas are responsible for 70% of total energy consumption  
in the EU.”

Is your city profile 
up-to-date?
As the official invitations to the 2nd Covenant of Mayors 
Ceremony will be sent by post in the coming weeks,  
it is imperative that all Signatories and Supporting  
Structures have entered the correct contact details  
in their city profiles on www.eumayors.eu.

All Signatories and Supporting Structures are requested  
to make sure their contact details are up-to-date 
before 15 February 2010.   
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The Sustainable Energy Action Plan (SEAP) template is now available on-line. As of 1 October 2009,  
the SEAP template has been operational on the www.eumayors.eu website. Since then, the Covenant  
of Mayors Office (COMO) has begun to receive the first Sustainable Energy Action Plans from local au-
thorities participating in the Covenant of Mayors. The SEAP template summarises the key information from 
a Signatory’s Action Plan and Baseline Emission Inventory.

How to submit a SEAP and fill in the SEAP template? 
All SEAPs are submitted via the Signatories Corner (restricted area on the Covenant of Mayors website)  
in the Signatories’ national language. The Covenant Signatories are, at the same time, required to fill in an  
on-line SEAP template in English. In the first part of 2010, highlights of all the submitted action plans will be 
shown on-line based on the information collected via the SEAP template. The template also serves as a key  
tool for the assessment and evaluation of the SEAPs. Therefore it is essential that all the Covenant signatories  
fill in the SEAP template as accurately as possible.

Guidelines:  what can the signatories expect?
The comprehensive guidelines on “How to prepare a sustainable Energy Action Plan?” will include three  
separate documents:

(Part 1)  Step by step towards the -20% target by 2020 highlights the full process 
of preparing and implementing a Sustainable Energy Action Plan 

(Part 2) Gives guidance on how to prepare a Baseline Emission Inventory
(Part 3) Technical measures catalogue identifies relevant technologies and assesses 
 energy saving potentials of technical measures in key sectors.

The first two parts of the guidelines are already accessible on the Covenant website, while the document  
focusing on technical measures will be available in early 2010.

State of Play: 63 SEAPs received
Since October the Covenant of Mayors Office and the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre  
have received some 63 Sustainable Energy Action Plans. The coming months are likely to bring many  
more Sustainable Energy Action Plans, and the 2010 Annual Ceremony will provide an opportunity  
to take stock of the concrete actions taken by the Covenant Signatories.

Joan Antoni Baron Espinar, 
Mayor of Mataró, presents the 
first 39 Sustainable Energy  
Action Plans from the Province  
of Barcelona to European Energy 
Commissioner Andris Piebalgs.

Signatories and Supporting Structures are invited to display the  
three key actions in the field of sustainable energy and mobility,  
which they are the most proud of, on the website of the Covenant  
of Mayors (www.eumayors.eu). These examples are considered  
by their promoters as useful replicable practices, easy for other  
local authorities to adopt.

New feature open for Signatories of the Covenant of Mayors 

The actions that Covenant Signatories and Supporting Structures  
are most proud of in the field of urban mobility, buildings, urban  
planning and policy awareness raising, as well as other practices,  
are available in the catalogue of Benchmarks of Excellence on the 
Covenant of Mayors website.

By promoting their Benchmarks of Excellence, Signatories and  
Supporting Structures can draw attention to the key actions helping 
them achieve their CO2 emission reduction targets. By raising the 
profile of such programmes and initiatives Signatories and Supporting 
Structures can encourage other public and private bodies to develop 
their own actions in the field of sustainable energy and mobility.

Through the catalogue of Benchmarks of Excellences other  
Covenant Signatories and Supporting Structures can find effective, 
proven programmes and initiatives, which they can then replicate  
in their own regions.  

If you wish to promote your actions, please visit: 
 
http://members.eumayors.eu

For further information or assistance, please contact: 
 
benchmark@eumayors.eu

A poster from the European Display 
Campaign, a Covenant of Mayors 
Benchmark of Excellence, hanging  
in Brasov, Romania.

Publish your Benchmark of Excellence today! 

Sustainable Energy Action Plans:  
concrete actions and measures for reducing CO2 emissions
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The 2nd Covenant of Mayors thematic workshop, organised  
during the Open Days 2009 event on 6 October 2009, turned the 
spotlight on two burning topics  – the preparation and submission 
of the Baseline Emissions Inventory and Sustainable Energy Action 
Plans, and the crucial role of Supporting Structures in the Covenant  
of Mayors.  

During the 2nd Covenant of Mayors Thematic Workshop, Ms Pirita  
Lindholm from the Covenant of Mayors Office (COMO) took the  
opportunity to inform the Covenant signatories present of how they  
are expected to submit their Sustainable Energy Action Plans (SEAP). 
Mr Ronald Piers de Raveschoot from the European Commission’s Joint 
Research Centre was on hand to introduce the Sustainable Energy  
Action Plan (SEAP) template, which was published on the Covenant 
website (www.eumayors.eu) during the Open Days. This tool will help 
Covenant signatories to structure their SEAP, and will allow the COMO  
to monitor and promote the highlights of the signatories’ action plans.  
Mr Piers de Raveschoot also presented the key ingredients for a  
successful SEAP, and highlighted the support offered by the JRC 
and COMO. Mr Gerry Wardell from the City of Dublin Energy Manage-
ment Agency (CODEMA) and Mr Rainer Scheppelmann from the City  
of Hamburg shared their cities’ experiences with drafting their SEAPs.

Participants at the event also heard examples from a selection  
of Supporting Structures, whose activities have been crucial for 
the Covenant of Mayors. In addition to hearing about the significant  
support provided by the Province of Huelva to the local authorities within its  
territory, there were also presentations on the impressive promotional  
and information activities undertaken by the Polish Network Energie-
Cités, and the activities foreseen by the European Energy Network  
for the coming months. It is hoped that these excellent initiatives and 

activities taken by the existing Covenant Supporting Structures will  
inspire others to become Supporting Structures to the Covenant.

For more information on the latest developments of the Covenant  
of Mayors initiative, preparation of the baseline emissions inventories  
and SEAPs and their submission, concrete examples from Dublin 
and Hamburg and the role and undertaken activities of the existing  
Supporting Structures, please visit:

www.eumayors.eu/calendar/show_event_en.htm?id=44

To view Videos of the Covenant of Mayors panel discussion 
featuring contributions from the European Commission, the Covenant  
of Mayors Office, the European Commission’s Joint Research Centre,  
the City of Dublin and the Province of Huelva, please visit: 
 
www.eumayors.eu/library/videos_en.htm

Two burning topics in the spotlight of the Covenant Thematic Workshop

Participants at 
the Covenant of 
Mayors Thematic 
Workshop during 
the Open Days 
2009.

Public administrations, Regions, Provinces or Networks of Regional 
and Local Authorities are invaluable contributors to the success of 
the Covenant of Mayors. Among the thousand signatories to date, 
more than half joined and are supported through the Covenant  
Supporting Structures.  

The contribution of Covenant Supporting Structures is not limited only  
to promoting the Initiative or facilitating the adhesion of cities in their  
territory. The support these partners provide to signatories lacking the  
human or financial capacity to prepare and implement their Sustainable 
Energy Action Plan is of more crucial importance. In the case of one such  
example, the Province of Barcelona has financed and helped 39 of the  
region’s municipalities prepare their SEAPs, which were presented  
to the Commissioner for Energy Andris Piebalgs on 30 October 2009.

The cooperation between the Region of Andalucía, the provinces  
within the region and hundreds of Andalucía’s cities illustrates how  
Covenant Signatories and Supporting Structures can help to reinforce  
the institutional framework of the initiative, and contribute to better  
governance through a bottom-up process.

Finally, because Covenant Signatories need to regularly interact with other 
stakeholders, Supporting Structures play a crucial role as intermediaries 
between the Signatories and the Covenant of Mayors Office (COMO).

The Covenant of Mayors surpasses all expectations 
thanks to Supporting Structures

104 mayors from the Province of Chieti, a Covenant Supporting  
Structure, join together to sign the Covenant of Mayors.
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For the Covenant of Mayors to go forward, the involvement of new  
Supporting Structures is paramount. While there are currently 50  
Supporting Structures involved in the Covenant of Mayors, this number  
is expected to grow significantly.

Forthcoming 
Events

European events:
22-24 February 
Barcelona (ES) 
European Summit of Local Governments 

4 May 
Brussels (BE) 
Covenant of Mayors Ceremony

For more events, please visit: 
http://www.eumayors.eu/calendar/index_en.htm

Thematic workshops:
2 February 
Brussels (BE)  
1st Covenant of Mayors Breakfast

9 March 
Madrid (ES) 
Covenant of Mayors:  
Sustainable Energy Action Plans

30 April 
Salerno (IT) 
Achieving the Covenant commitments  
thanks to a clear vision / Networking sessions



Covenant of Mayors Ceremony

Dear esteemed Mayors, 
 

You are cordially invited by the European Commission to participate at the Covenant of Mayors Ceremony,  
hosted by the European Parliament.  
 
As of today, more than 1200 cities have signed up to the Covenant of Mayors. The Covenant has 
reached the stage of maturity: the first sustainable energy action plans have been submitted, 
a number of supporting structures now provide their assistance to the signatories, the ELENA technical 
assistance facility is operational and significant investments are under preparation.

You are part of this movement!
 

                     
 

...that makes the Covenant of Mayors so successful!

It is your enthusiasm...
It is your vision...

It is your effort... 

Covenant of Mayors  
Ceremony 

 

Will take place on

4 May 2010, from 13:45 to 16:30 
at the Hemicycle of the European Parliament in Brussels,

 
preceded by a cocktail reception 

hosted by the Committee of the Regions from 11:30 to 13:15.
 

Mayors and representatives of the Supporting Structures will be personally invited by the  
European Commission, after the details of the event have been finalised. We kindly ask you to mark  
this day in your agenda and note that personal invitations, information on registration and the program  
of the event will be sent to you by the end of February 2010*.  

*This event is upon invitation only


