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MINUTES 

 

BUILD UP Users and Stakeholders Committee 

Learning from each other’s experiences 
 

Thursday 27 June 2013, 11:45-14:45 
 

Belgian Building Research Institute 
Boulevard Poincaré/Poincarélaan 79, B-1060 Brussels 

 
11:45:                    Registration 
12:00 – 12:30:       Walking lunch 

 
 

 Opening address 
Pau Garcia-Audí, Project Officer Energy-efficient buildings, EACI 

 
 

BUILD UP and policy related news 
 

 Key policy status and challenges for the building sector 
Gordon Sutherland, Senior Project Officer Results Communication and 
Impact Monitoring, EACI 
 

 
SEE 1. NUIJ - Key policy status and challenges building sector 27 Jun 
2013 
 

Questions & Answers 
 Alexander Deliyannis (Sympraxis Team): 

Member States adopt different approaches; this renders comparisons a challenging task. 

 Hans Erhorn (Fraunhofer-IBP): 
What can BUILD UP do to support the implementation of the EPBD recast, in particular of 
the provisions on nearly zero-energy buildings? 
→ www.buildup.eu is a platform for stakeholders to share useful information. The 
objective of this meeting is precisely to ask ourselves: Is BUILD UP useful? Does BUILD 
UP reach the right persons? How can we do better to serve the needs? 
→ It is important that there be compliance checks of buildings in order to control that 
buildings actually perform as they were expected during their design phase. 

http://www.buildup.eu/
http://www.buildup.eu/
http://goo.gl/maps/WyPt8
http://www.buildup.eu/
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 Reinhard Six (European Investment Bank): 
How is it achievable to move towards NZEBs, taking into account the cost-optimal 
methodology? 
→ The cost-optimal methodology is a kind of impact assessment of the reference 
buildings during the whole life-cycle of the building. 
Some countries are already thinking of tightening regulations! 
The cost-optimality depends on technological developments as well as on their prices. 

 
 New BUILD UP features: Financing, Training, Concerted Actions, 
etc. 
Gilles Vaille, BUILD UP Public Relations Desk 
 

 
SEE 2. VAILLE - New BUILD UP features Financing Training Concerted 
Actions 27 Jun 2013 
 

Feedback & Suggestions 
 Didier Holemans (Council of the EU): 

Does the European Commission support a common recognition of training courses for the 
workmanship? 
→ Pau Garcia-Audi (EACI) understands that this is what we all would like to see. 
However, it cannot be enforced easily, due to different (climatic) conditions. 

 
 

BUILD UP and outcomes of international projects 
 

 Example - Inspection of HVAC systems (iSERV project) 
Anita Derjanecz, Project Officer, REHVA 
 

 
SEE 3. DERJANECZ - Example Inspection HVAC systems iSERV project 

 
 Example - Airtightness in buildings 

Luc Thys, Director Marketing and R&D, Soudal 
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SEE 4. THYS - Example Airtightness buildings 27 Jun 2013 
 

Questions & Answers 
 Eduardo Maldonado (University of Porto): 

What is the status of natural ventilation in the south of Europe? 
→ The basis of a good ventilation system is: ‘Build tight, ventilate right!’. The cost related 
to air-conditioning needs to be considered together with healthy designed buildings in all 
climatic conditions. We should allow adapting for natural ventilation if people/end-users 
expect it. A pragmatic and simple solution is necessary: give people/end-users the 
opportunity to open the window. 

 Hubert David (no affiliation): 
Is it a problem of technology or of awareness? 
→ It is both; end-users must become aware of the best available technologies. 

 
 Discussion – Communication needs and opportunities 

Moderator: Peter Wouters, BUILD UP Coordinator 
 
BUILD UP differentiates from other websites by reaching English language 
familiar buildings professionals with an interest in buildings-related energy 
issues beyond their own borders. 
 
Question 1: Why should people use BUILD UP? 

 Ann Van Eycken (ES-SO): 
A limitation is that some BUILD UP Communities are not alive enough. Also, BUILD UP 
needs to adapt, along with the development of social networks: submission forms could 
be simpler (less compulsory fields, hide non-compulsory fields). 

 Christian Hauke (FEVEC): 
Any rewarding of the Kudos a BUILD UP registered user wins by uploading content 
would be beneficial. 

 Wim Bakens (CIB): 
I appreciate that the recording of a BUILD UP Web Seminar be made available on 
www.buildup.eu. 

 
Question 2: How do you see the future of BUILD UP? 

 Ann Van Eycken (ES-SO): 
The advantage of BUILD UP is that it provides centralised information. It should be made 
clearer that BUILD UP is an instrument/pathway towards NZEBs. 

 Wim Bakens (CIB): 
If BUILD UP could help to satisfy the need to develop educational programmes for 
architects, that would be good. 

 Luc Thys (SOUDAL): 
A number of players in the industry would be interested to join. 

 
 

 Conclusions 
Vincent Berrutto, Head of Unit Energy Efficiency in buildings, industry, equipment and 
transport, EACI 

http://www.buildup.eu/
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When we look at the history of BUILD UP, it is clear it became more user-
friendly, with more useful information (e.g. Country Facts, Financing 
schemes, Training schemes). Soon, there will even be a new attractive 
homepage. 
Vincent was glad to see a closer relationship with the users: around 50 % 
of BUILD UP items are submitted by BUILD UP registered users! Over the time, an increase 
of visits has been reported. We need to increase the collaboration with public and private 
projects. 
Regarding the positioning to social media, it is clear BUILD UP should be present. 
To the question ‘what should happen after March 2014?’, there are 3 options: 

 Option 1: BUILD UP stops 
 Option 2: BUILD UP continues without major changes 
 Option 3: BUILD UP focuses more on audience and topics 

The suitable option will come from an assessment of the cost-effectiveness of BUILD UP. 
Currently, BUILD UP is 100 % financed under the Intelligent Energy Europe programme. As 
part of Horizon 2020, BUILD UP will be closer to research and demonstration projects. 
Horizon 2020 aims at bridging the gap between research and market uptake. The budget 
allocated is still a question mark, but it is clear market uptake is a priority! Anyway, whatever 
the budget will be, it will not be enough. We should encourage private funding. In the end, 
what is vital is to achieve the best impact possible. 
Vincent thanked the BUILD UP Partners for their commitments to share, on the interactive 
BUILD UP web portal, their experience on how to cut energy consumption in buildings. 

 
 
14:15 – 14:45:       Drinks 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

www.buildup.eu       the European portal for energy efficiency in buildings 
Find resources             Post your materials             Share knowledge… 

 

 
 

 

http://www.buildup.eu/
http://www.buildup.eu/
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/

