
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Great innovation potential of solar heating and cooling 
confirmed 

Brussels, 26 February 2013 - The European Technology Platform on 

Renewable Heating and Cooling issues a new document on the 

potential for technological development in solar heating and cooling 

until 2050. The “Strategic Research Priorities” identify huge 

opportunities offered by the technological development of solar 

heating and cooling and the need for a significant increase in R&D 

activities and budgets to exploit it. 

 

The Solar Thermal Technology Panel (ESTTP) of the European Technology 

Platform on Renewable Heating and Cooling (RHC-Platform) developed this 

document on promising research topics. Prepared with the contribution from 

experts in the research, industry and public sectors across Europe, this document 

covers solar technologies for nearly-zero energy residential buildings, public and 

commercial buildings, district heating systems, industrial applications and solar 

assisted cooling systems.  

According to the Common Vision of the RHC-Platform, in 2020 renewable energy 

technologies could meet over 25% of the heat demand in the European Union 

and this could go up to 100% before 2040. Solar heating and cooling can make a 

major contribution to this target, as it is the technology with the fastest growth 

potential up to 2020. For this potential to be fully realized, it is crucial to intensify 

innovation efforts in solar thermal technology.  

“This new document shows clearly the technological path for a future with a wide-

spread use of solar energy for heating and cooling”, says Gerhard Stryi-Hipp, 

Chairman of the Solar Thermal Technology Panel. However, he adds “the 

awareness of politicians about the importance of solar thermal in the future 

energy mix must grow and a strong increase in the budget for research and 

development is needed”. 

The document is available to download at www.rhc-platform.org/Publications and 

its key findings will be discussed in depth on 22 and 23 April 2013 at the  

4th European Conference on Renewable Heating and Cooling.  

 

- ENDS -

http://www.rhc-platform.org/fileadmin/Publications/Solar_Thermal_SRP_single_page.pdf
http://www.rhc-platform.org/dublin2013


 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

About the ESTTP 

The European Solar Thermal Technology Platform (ESTTP) was launched on 
21 June 2005. This was a major step to advance the development of solar 
thermal technology. As early as 2006, the ESTTP formulated its 2030 vision for 
low-temperature solar thermal, the outcome was the publication at the end of 
2008 of a Strategic Research Agenda "Solar Heating and Cooling for a 
Sustainable Energy Future in Europe". This document, developed by over 100 
experts, sets out the research programme and infrastructure needed if solar 
thermal is to supply 50% of the heating and cooling energy demand in Europe. In 
2009 the ESTTP was enlarged to become the European Technology Platform on 
Renewable Heating and Cooling. Therefore, ESTTP now refers to the Solar 
Thermal Technology Panel of this enlarged Platform which now also includes 
other renewable technologies. 
 

About the European Technology Platform on Renewable Heating and Cooling 

The European Technology Platform on Renewable Heating & Cooling (RHC-
Platform) brings together industry, research and policy stakeholders from the 
biomass, geothermal and solar thermal sectors to determine a common strategy 
for increasing the use of renewable energy technologies in heating and cooling. 
Building on the experience acquired since 2005 within the European Solar 
Thermal Technology Platform (ESTTP), now incorporated in the RHC-Platform, 
four major European organisations – EUREC, AEBIOM, EGEC and ESTIF – are 
spearheading the development of a common Vision and a Strategic Research 
Agenda for the renewable heating and cooling sector in Europe. 
The RHC-Platform, officially endorsed by the European Commission since 
October 2008, is playing a decisive role in maximising synergies and 
strengthening efforts towards research, development and technological innovation 
which will consolidate Europe’s leading position in the sector. 
 

About European Technology Platforms 

European Technology Platforms represent a framework for stakeholders, led by 
industry, to define research and development priorities, timeframes and action 
plans on a number of strategically important issues. They also play a key role in 
ensuring an adequate focus of research funding on areas with a high degree of 
industrial relevance, by covering the whole economic value chain and by 
mobilising public authorities at national and regional levels. 
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