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The EU policy context. 

Introduction.
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REHVA Brussels Summit Conference  

13-14 November 2017

“Delivering healthy & energy efficient 

buildings with EPBD”

Presentations available here.

http://www.rehva.eu/publications-and-resources/event-presentations/rehva-brussels-summit-2017-conference-14112017.html


3IEQ in EU policies and national building codes

Indoor Environmental Quality (IEQ) requirements in EU:

• No EU level binding ventilation and IEQ requirements

• Regulatory competence of EU Member States

JRC study on EPBD implementation by EU MS in terms of ventilation 

and indoor air quality criteria:

• Many inadequate ventilation problems reported from renovation

• New evidence that mechanical HR ventilation systems lead to an 

overall improvement of the IAQ and reduction of reported comfort 

and health related problems if properly designed and operated



➢ Thermal comfort, daylight requirements 
and indoor air quality in the EU
(New buildings, 2016)

➢ Part of the EU Building Stock observatory. 

▪ green: requirements place,

▪ red: no requirements,

▪ grey: data not yet available

IEQ requirement for new

buildings in  Europe

Source: Laurent Deleersnyder, 
DG Energy, Energy Efficiency Unit 
EVIA Seminar 11 May 2016, Brussels



Example of ventilation

requirements across Europe  

(BPIE 2015)

➢ Ventilation is included in all surveyed 

EU MS building regulations but 

binding minimum requirements are 

set only for half of the countries,

while for the other half only 

recommended minimum ventilation 

rates



6EPBD review – REHVA position

Promoting the harmonized application of EPB standards 

Ensuring high IEQ and energy efficiency at the same time

Quality, proper maintenance, and performance through 

mandatory inspection 



7EPBD review - Stakeholders opinion 

Several NGO’s, professional societies  

and industry associations have been 

advocating health and indoor comfort  

in building as part of the EPBD and for 

using the opportunity to improve IEQ 

when buildings undergo major 

renovations.
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ITRE report – IEQ & health

+ Energy needs shall be calculated to maximise 

health, IAQ and comfort levels defined by MS

+ Improvements to health and indoor climate 

shall be considered in long term energy 

renovation strategies 

+ Smartness indicator should consider IEQ and 

comfort criteria

+ Energy performance upgrades of existing 

buildings should contribute a healthy indoor 

environment

− IEQ and ventilation aspects are 

not monitored

− IEQ performance is not 

displayed in EPC-s

− Mostly long-term requirements

− Lack of EU level IAQ or 

ventilation criteria



9Council initial position before the trialogue

• Less burden on Member States 

• “The energy needs for space heating, space cooling, 

domestic hot water and adequate ventilation shall be 

calculated to ensure minimum health and comfort levels 

defined by MS”

• Reintroducing the adequate advice as alternative of 

inspection



10Future REHVA actions after EPBD recast

• Advocacy actions and 

awareness raising  

campaigns in 

cooperation with 

NGO-s (Buildings2023, 

EFI)

• Target EP ENVI to take 

up this issue in EU 

legislation

• Development of a 

guidance note on 

digital technical 

monitoring and quality 

management

• Advocacy actions 

targeting DG ENER 

• EPB centre

• Knowledge 

dissemination promoting 

harmonised application 

of EPB standards

• ALDREN project –

voluntary certification 

scheme of non-

residential buildings

IEQ and health Inspection EPB standards



11Speakers
Atze Boerstra, vice-president of REHVA, CEO of BBA Binnenmilieu, a Dutch consultancy firm 

specialized in Healthy Building, Indoor Air Quality & Thermal Comfort. He has a background in 

Mechanical Engineering, and PhD in building science. He is specialized in the investigation of 

‘sick’ buildings and the design of healthy buildings. He has many years of experience with 

indoor climate related law suits, and policy advice for local and central governments. He is an 

active member of TVVL, the Dutch HVAC association.

Kristina Klimovich, Senior Manager at Buildings 2030. She is leading communications, 

marketing and partnership efforts for, a the buildings2030 platform funded by the European 

Climate Foundation to promote healthy and sustainable buildings. Prior to joining the team, she 

promoted PACE financing, an innovating energy efficiency and renewable energy funding 

scheme pioneered in the US. Kristina is also involved in the Horizon 2020 project EuroPACE.

Roberta Savli, Director of Strategy and Policy at the European Federation of Allergy and Airways 

Diseases Patients’ Associations (EFA). She represents EFA at the Patients’ and Consumers’ 

Working Party of the European Medicines Agency and the Policy Advisory Group of the European 

Patients’ Forum. She was member and Interim Deputy Director of the Executive Committee of 

HEAL (Health and Environment Alliance). She leads HEAL’s policy input to the EU policy makers 

and provides expertise for decision-making processes and strategic EU environmental files.


