Sustainable Places 2020 (27-30 October 2020, virtual)

Introduction to Sustainable Places 2020
Sustainable Places is the only annual international conference focused on showcasing results of EU
projects on innovation for the built environment. The 8th edition, Sustainable Places 2020 (27-30
October 2020), will be held over four days in virtual format to facilitate thematic presentations and
fruitful discussion on topics such as circular economy, digital twins, BIPV, local energy communities,
sustainable digital infrastructure, etc. The SP2020 call for proposals firmly closes on 13th September.

Sponsors of SP2020
Green Sponsor
SDIA - Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Alliance e.V. - is an inter-industry
association enabling collaboration in sustainable, zero-impact digital
infrastructure that is accessible to the next generation of innovators.

Silver sponsors
ENGIE Lab CRIGEN, part of the ENGIE Labs network, is ENGIE Group’s
corporate centre for R&D and high-level expertise devoted to new energy
resources (hydrogen, biogas and gas liquefaction), new energy uses in towns
and cities, the buildings and industries of tomorrow and emerging
technologies.
IREC, the Catalonia Institute for Energy Research - was created to contribute
to the objective of creating a more sustainable future for energy usage and
consumption, keeping in mind the economic competitiveness and providing
society with the maximum level of energy security.
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SolarWin - Received a grant from the EU Fast Track to Innovation
program. It is a project aiming to scale-up and validate next-generation
transparent Photovoltaic windows for commercial use and massproduction by 2021.

Media partners
BUILD UP is a web portal established by the European Commission in 2009
to support EU Member States in implementing the Energy Performance
of Buildings Directive (EPBD). BUILD UP supports Europe's collective
intelligence on energy reduction in buildings for all relevant audiences.
Buildings journal (MDPI AG) will publish selected peer-reviewed technical
papers (6-8 pages in length) in open access format if there is enough
interest to justify a special issue. The process takes around 3-6 months.
Proceedings journal (MDPI AG) will enable all SP2020 contribution types
(i.e. workshops, posters, etc.) to publish non-peer-reviewed entries (4-6
pages in length) in open access. This process takes less than 1 month.

Organizers and supporters
CEA

R2M Solution

University Savoie Mont Blanc

Polytech Annecy Chambery

Graduate School Solar Academy

La Région Auvergne-Rhône-Alpes
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SP2020 agenda overview

Keynote Speakers
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Christope Ménézo – Deputy Head of Solar Academy Graduate School – Host of
SP2020
Pr. Ménézo is Deputy Vice-Chancellor of University Savoie Mont Blanc in Charge of
Real Estate and Energy Transition. He is Director of the CNRS Research Federation
on Solar Energy (FédESol) and in charge of the Green/smart building topic in the
French/Singaporean Network on Renewable Energy (SINERGIE).
Max Schulze – Chairman of the Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Alliance e.V.
As the 4th industrial revolution – digitalization – is accelerating, we face a once in
a decade opportunity. For the first time, we can decouple economic growth from
resource consumption. The digital economy can be the first one that creates
economic value without consuming exponentially more minerals, more energy,
and other planetary resources. This keynote will introduce the various
opportunities from heating districts and greenhouses with data centres, to using digital infrastructure
as energy-flexibility systems and how the emerging European computing infrastructure will look like.
We will demonstrate that the digital economy creates a viable & needed opportunity for sustainable
digital infrastructure.
Margot Pinault – Policy Officer, European Commission, Directorate General for
Energy Unit C.3- Energy Efficiency Policy and Financing
Margot will outline the European funding landscape in the years 2021-2027
including the ‘Clean Energy Transition’ sub-programme in LIFE, the ‘Climate,
Energy and Mobility’ cluster in Horizon Europe with the specific focus on the coprogrammed R&I partnership on “People-centric sustainable built environment”.
Margot will highlight where we are in the current process of defining funding activities and structures
that will support delivering under the ambition of the European Green Deal specifically in the buildings
sector.
Simon Perraud – Deputy Director, CEA Liten – Host of SP2020
How research and innovation can support the transition towards a low-carbon and
circular
economy?
This talk will give an overview of key challenges for achieving climate neutrality by
2050 while ensuring the availability of material resources.

Workshops & thematic tracks
The presence of 20 workshops within 6 thematic tracks will bring together more than 90 H2020 EUfunded projects and commercial entities to present and demonstrate various sustainability initiatives.
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Track 1 - Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Alliance
Sustainable Digital Infrastructure - The SDIA (Sustainable Digital Infrastructure Alliance) will host a
track on the opportunity of creating net-positive digital infrastructure. As one of the key topics on the
European agenda, it combines the digitalisation, climate protection, data sovereignty of the new
presidency. In this track, we will explore the various opportunities from heating districts and
greenhouses with data centres, to using digital infrastructure as energy-flexibility systems and how
the emerging European computing infrastructure will look like. We will demonstrate that the digital
economy creates a viable & needed opportunity for sustainable digital infrastructure.

Track 2 - Innovative Commercial Building Technologies
BIPV - Building Integrated Photovoltaics - This SP2020 workshop features presentations and
roundtables involving nine H2020 projects which are contributing to develop disruptive BIPV
applications, to trigger the penetration of BIPV in the building sector, and to contribute to the creation
of new opportunities and the diversification of the European PV manufacturing industry. Participating
projects: Tech4Win, Impressive, Energy Matching, SOLAR WIN, PVSITES, BIPVBOOST, Be-Smart,
PVadapt, BIPV Meets History.
Circular Economy for the Built Environment - The Circular Economy for the Built Environment session
will bring together two innovative commercial companies and one EU project to present their
solutions for energy-efficient buildings including acoustics, insulation, and sustainable materials.
Participating companies: Interface, Rockfon; Participating EU project: DRIVE-O.
Track 3 - Smart Grid Solutions: A Cornerstone for Future European Prosumers
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Energy Communities in Practice - This workshop aims to deliver initial results on the above questions
as they have been learnt from the experience of the below H2020 sister projects on energy islands.
Participating projects: COMPILE, iELECTRIX, MERLON and MUSE GRIDS.
Flexibility 2.0: Demand Response and Self Consumption - This workshop will foster knowledge
transfer between several EU projects, each developing innovative solutions within the field of demand
response, energy flexibility and optimised synergies between actors of the built environment and the
power grid. Participating projects: TABEDE, HOLISDER, eDREAM, DRIvE, ebalanceplus.
Peer 2 Peer Energy Trading Platforms - Europe’s next generation of energy communities is becoming
a reality. Although local power generation by renewable sources is increasing, it has not yet had a real
impact on radical decarbonisation of the energy sector. Changes need to be made by unlocking the
potential of the prosumer with novel business models that can help organise & significantly boost
renewable energy production & distribution at a local level in line with prosumer and community
needs, through peer2peer (P2P) energy trading platforms and virtual power plants (VPPs) that enable
and empower (local) energy communities. This workshop will bring together experiences and
innovative approaches from two EU funded projects to better understand what is needed to empower
energy communities. Participating projects: Interreg, NRG2peers.

Track 4 - When Energy Meets Construction: Actors, Tools and Demonstrators
Behavioural Change Towards EE by Utilizing ICT Tools - This workshop will present cutting-edge, ICT
solutions based on innovative technologies incorporating several different aspects such as energy
efficiency, smart buildings, human-centric automation etc. As the participating projects focus on
behavioural change with a focus on the successful interaction with the users, the proposed
approaches are dynamic and interdisciplinary further involving social and behavioural sciences. In this
way, the presented solutions are structured in such a way as to foster end-user engagement &
motivation while minimizing any foreseen nuisance. Participating projects: eTeacher, FEEdBACk,
InBetween, MOBISTYLE, and UtilitEE.
BIM4EEB Interim Conference - This workshop is the interim conference of project BIM4EEB, BIMbased fast toolkit for Efficient rEnovation of residential Buildings and is aiming to present the state of
the art of the different BIM4EEB tools being demonstrated during the project: BIMeSimulator,
BIM4Occupants, Connecting BIM and BACS, BIMPlanner, BIMMS, BIM Management system.
Sustainable Digital Tools for All Energy Actors - The objective of this workshop is to present the ICT
tools developed in these H2020 project that will increase energy efficiency and the use of renewable
energies. Each project will present the digital tools developed to provide ICT services and
functionalities to the different actors of the energy value chain, which will make them more
sustainable and efficient. Participating projects: FLEXCoop, Holisder, Synergy, and Flexgrid.
Sustainable Energy Skills in the Construction Sector - The objective of this new workshop is to
increase the number of skilled building professionals and/or blue-collar workers across the building
design, operation and maintenance value chain (designers, architects, engineers, building managers,
technicians, installers, blue-collar workers including apprentices, and other building professionals),
with a specific focus on the engagement of SMEs. Participating projects: INSTRUCT, BIMEET,
BUSLeague, HP4All, The nZEB Roadshow, TRAIN4SUSTAIN.
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Track 5 - European Building Renovation Cases in 2020 and Beyond
Deep Renovation Joint Workshop 2.0 – This workshop will be a unique hands-on showcase of
innovative deep renovation of building solutions. One of the key objectives of the workshop is to raise
awareness of the most innovative building renovation and energy-saving solutions and as well as to
present and discuss altogether the main features of P2ENDURE e-Marketplace. Participating projects:
P2Endure, EENSULATE and ENVISION.
Digitalization Tools for Energy-Efficient Renovation - This workshop will bring together a selection of
H2020 EU-funded projects involving Architects, Engineers, Contractors, Operators, Owners (AECOO)
to discuss a common strategy in digitalization tools for energy-efficient renovation area. The aim is to
pitch their progress, intermediate achievements and discuss the major technical and non- technical
challenges they are currently facing. Not only a learning site but an indispensable resource for filling
the gap between theoretical digital opportunities and the realities of on-site construction.
Participating projects: SPHERE, BIM4REN, BIM4EEB, BIM-SPEED, DIGIPLACE, BIMERR, BIMzeED,
ENCORE and RenoZEB.
Innovative Solutions Supporting the NZEB renovation - This workshop will highlight how the
renovation wave can be boosted through structured and holistic approaches which have been
implemented through four different H2020 Projects with the use of specifically developed innovative
solutions which will support and accelerate the NZEB renovation in Europe. All projects present not
only new technological solution, but also innovative ways to address some of the known barriers for
the wide implementation of renovation recommendations across Europe, especially in the residential
sector. Participating projects: REZBUILD, ReCO2ST, HEART and RenoZEB.
Integrated Home Renovation Services – Contributing projects at this workshop aim to improve the
quality of the renovation service by covering the whole “customer journey” from technical and social
diagnosis, technical offer, contracting of works, structuring and provision of finance, to the monitoring
of works and quality assurance. Participating projects: TURNKEY RETROFIT, RenoBooster, PadovaFit
Expanded, OPENGELA, Save The Homes and RenoHUB.

Track 6 - Experienced Voices: Insights on Smart Sustainable Living and Well-being
De-risking Energy Efficiency Investments - Three H2020 projects are developing innovative solutions
and are joining forces in this workshop at Sustainable Places 2020 to tackle challenges risen from the
lack of statistical data on the energy and costs savings within energy efficiency investment projects,
as well as on payment default rates, results in financial institutions attributing high-risk premiums to
energy efficiency investments. Participating projects: EENVEST, TRIPLE-A, QUEST.
Integration of Renewables in DHC for Sustainable Living – This workshop intends to exchange new
ideas, lessons learnt from implementation, proposals about the integration of substantial shares of
renewable energy sources in district heating and/or cooling (DHC) systems, reducing the dependency
of DHC on fossil fuels and ultimately leading to a more efficient and sustainable energy system.
Participating projects: WEDISTRICT, Fomento San Sebastián, REWARDHeat, RELaTED, INDIGO, TEMPO,
HOTMAPS, MATCHUP, DRIMPAC, REPLICATE, REMOURBAN.
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Integrated Storage for Residential Buildings – Participating projects will present and benchmark their
research on innovative integrated storage systems based on alternative methods, such as
thermochemical materials for both existing and new residential buildings. Participating projects:
MINISTOR, HEAT INSYDE, HYBUILD.
Renewable H&C Solutions for Buildings and Industry - This workshop will bring together a selection
of H2020 EU-funded projects involving experts from the biomass, geothermal, solar thermal and heat
pump sectors to discuss a common strategy for increasing the use of renewable energy technologies
for heating and cooling for buildings and industry. Participating projects: SWS-Heating, HYBUILD,
CREATE, TRI-HP, HYCOOL, SHIP2FAIR, SUNHORIZON, Heat4Cool, GEOFIT, SCORES, Innova microSolar,
Hybrid BioVGE, RES4BUILD, FRIENDSHIP, SolBioRev.
Smart Cities and Communities - This SP2020 workshop aims at presenting and discussing different
tools and approaches of how to improve the collaboration between different people, businesses and
organisations in a smart city community when deploying innovative energy concepts like Positive
Energy Districts. In addition, the question of how to account for secondary benefits against pay-back
times of interventions, for public authorities or for economic actors will be discussed. Participating
projects: MAKING-CITY, +CityxChange, POCITYF, ENERGE (Interreg NWE), MATCHUP, ATELIER.
Sustainable Housing Supporting Health and Well-being - The objective of this new workshop is
to bring together six of EU-supported initiatives which are developing innovative solutions for
supporting the development of investment in sustainable housing that improves health and well-being
of its occupants. Participating projects: Homes4Life, TeNDER, SHAFE (Thematic Network), Hands-onSHAFE (Erasmus+), NET4AGE-FRIENDLY (COST Action), AGE’IN (Interreg 2 seas).
Registration, newsletter, & contact
Registration for SP2020 falls into two categories, namely: Speakers & Panelists (€185) or NonPresenting Attendees (€50) and will be open through 30th October. Please do subscribe to the
Sustainable Places newsletter so as to not miss any related updates in 2020 and beyond, and finally
please don’t hesitate to reach out to the conference organizers via email at:
sustainableplaces@r2msolution.com or by using the form on the website’s contact page.
We look forward to this and many more upcoming editions of Europe’s #1 destination for the
dissemination of research, collaboration, networking, and the creation of market opportunities!
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