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On 9th – 11th June 2020, Gothenburg will 
host the next edition of the World Sustainable 
Built Environment conference (WSBE 2020), called  
BEYOND 2020. 

The conference is organised by Chalmers University 
of Technology and RISE Research Institutes of  
Sweden, with the support of Johanneberg Science 
Park and Gothenburg City. 

The mission of the conference is to link the global 
building sector to the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals and to define its role towards the achieve-
ment of 2030 objectives. Central to our discussions 
will be achieving UN Sustainable Development 
Goal 11, Sustainable Cities and Communities.

BEYOND 2020 is considered to be one of the 
world’s most prestigious conferences and forums 
in the field of sustainable built environment. We 
expect to welcome about 2000 delegates from all 
over the world in the academia, industry, finance 
and policy sector. 

WELCOME!
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BEYOND 2020 is the focal point and highlight of a 
series of worldwide conferences – called Sustainable 
Built Environment (SBE) conferences – that takes 
place two years prior to the world conference. The 
entire SBE series with the highlight of the WSBE 
conference is owned by the International Initiative 
of the Sustainable Built Environment (iiSBE), the  
International Council for Research and Innovation in 
Building and Construction (CIB), the International 
Federation of Consulting Engineers (FIDIC) and  
UN Environment (United Nations Environment  
Programme).

This guarantees that BEYOND 2020 maintains a 
global view, in combination with a broad range of 
local perspectives. 

For more information about the SBE conference  
series please visit sbe-series.org

A GLOBAL VIEW, 
MULTIPLE LOCAL PERSPECTIVES
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Chalmers University of Technology and RISE  
Research Institutes of Sweden have a long 
tradition in the area of sustainable built environ-
ment. We will provide a forum for green building 
advocates, policy-makers, industry practitioners and 
academics. 

BEYOND 2020 will reach across academia as 
well as private and public sectors. We will work  
together to develop concrete solutions and achiev-
able implementation plans. These solutions will  
incorporate research, policy, finance, education, 
and innovative thinking, in order to create the resil-
ient and sustainable built environments of tomorrow.

BEYOND THE ACADEMIA

Sustainability
Sustainability: BEYOND 2020 is taking serious 
measures to lower the impact of the event on the 
environment and climate as much as possible.  
We actively engage all partners, sponsors, exhibi-
tors and suppliers to prioritize this as they plan their 
conference participation. An environmental policy 
of the conference will be available on the confer-
ence website in advance of the event.
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In 2018, for the third year in a row, Gothenburg  
has taken the title of the most sustainable city in  
the world.

The Global Destination Sustainability (GDS) Index 
compares cities to determine how well they meet  
a long list of sustainability criteria in four different  
categories: social, supplier, convention bureau and 
environmental. 

The conference will take place at the convention 
center Svenska Mässan, centrally located Gothenburg, 
with everything the town can offer at walking distance.

Gothenburg is the heart of Scandinavia, located on 
the Swedish west coast. The city has excellent con-
nections via the second-largest airport in Sweden, 
the city’s main railway station and several motorways 
that make Gothenburg easily accessible. The venue is  
located only 20 minutes by bus from the airport. With 
a very modern and highly efficient local transportation 
network, transport in the city is quick and easy.

GOTHENBURG, THE MOST  
SUSTAINABLE CITY IN THE WORLD
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17 GOALS TO TRANSFORM OUR WORLD 
In 2015, countries adopted the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and its 17 Sustainable 
Development Goals. In 2016, the Paris Agreement 
on climate change entered into force, addressing 
the need to limit the rise of global temperatures. 

The Sustainable Development Goals are a call for  
action by all countries – poor, rich and middle-in-
come – to promote prosperity while protecting the 
planet. They recognize that ending poverty must go 
hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic 
growth and address a range of social needs includ-
ing education, health, social protection, and job 
opportunities, while tackling climate change and 
environmental protection.

The Sustainable Development Goals are the blue-
print to achieve a better and more sustainable  
future for all. They address the global challenges we 
face, including those related to poverty, inequality, 
climate, environmental degradation, prosperity, 
and peace and justice. The Goals interconnect and 
in order to leave no one behind, it is important that 
we achieve each Goal and target by 2030.
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BY THE YEAR 2020, it’s estimated that 4.3 billion people will live in cities. This will 
have a profound effect on urban development, all over the world, and we have the  
responsibility to address the sustainability-related challenges with a global view and 
many different, local perspectives.

Planning the cities and communities we hope to live in is the core of this exciting journey, 
towards a vibrant and dynamic future in which the fate of humanity is in the balance.

At BEYOND 2020, we have the ambition of creating the missing link between the UN 
Sustainable Development Goals and the built environment. We will cross the boundaries 
of knowledge, share top-level expertise and merge it, to shape the future of the built 
environment. Together with you.

ORGANISERS

INTERNATIONAL CO-OWNERS
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beyond2020.se
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For more information about BEYOND 2020 

visit beyond2020.se 
sign up for BEYOND 2020 newsletter 

follow BEYOND 2020 on the Social Media


