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Getting our homes future ready 
Essential skills and innovative solutions for a fair energy transition  

in public, cooperative and social housing 
 

March 8th 2017 
09:30 – 17:00 

 
Venue: House of Dutch Provinces 
59 – 61 Rue de Trèves, Brussels  

 

 
An initiative of Housing Europe as part of the PROF TRAC project 

 
Moderator: Dr. Yamina Saheb, Senior Energy Policy Analyst, OPENEXP 
 
09:30 Welcome and Opening  
- Rob Van Eijkeren, Head of Office, House of Dutch Provinces  
- Johanna Ode, Chair, Housing Europe’s Energy Construction and Standardisation Committee 
- Sebastien Delpont, Greenflex, TRANSITION ZERO, a Horizon 2020 project  
 
10:00 Session I: the Business Case  
Main speaker: Annarita Ferrante, ABRACADABRA, a Horizon 2020 project 
 
Discussants:  
- Björn Mallants, Director, VVH, Belgian Member of Housing Europe  
- Pierre-Paul Yerlès, Advisor, Confédération Construction, Belgian Member of FIEC 
 

11 :00 – 11 :30 Coffee break 
 
11 :30 Session II : The Residents  
Main speaker: Jan Verheyen, Zonnige Kempen, TRIME 
 
Discussants:  
- Barbara Steenbergen, International Union of Tenants  
- Goedkope Woning, tbc  
- Therese Rydstedt, SABO, Skane Initiative  
- Atze Boerstra, BBA Binnenmilieu, tbc  
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12:30 Lunch break 

 
13:30 Session III: Procurement, Performance, Contracts, Skills 
Main Speaker: Claudia Carani, LEMON  
 
Discussants  
- Pierre Frick, USH, tbc 
- Peter op T’Veld, coordinator PROF / TRAC  
- Andrea Colantonio, European Investment Bank, tbc 
 
 
14:30 Session IV: The Decentralised Energy Production and Consumption  
Main Speaker: Sonia Dunlop, Solar Power Europe  
 
Discussants  
- Ingrid Vogler, GdW  
- David Stewart, SFHA, tbc  
 
 

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break 
 
16:00 Policy Round table: How can the revised EU energy legislation deliver on skills and 
innovation?  
Moderation: Veronika Schröpfer, ACE 
 
Paul Hodson, Head of Unit, Energy Efficiency, DG ENER, European Commission 
Bas Eickhout, MEP, tbc 
EPP MEP ITRE, tbc  
Theresa Griffin, MEP 
Jens Lautsten, Coordinator, Concerted Action EPBD 
Dutch regional Minister on Housing, tbc  
 
17:00 End of conference, leaving to the passive housing study visit, les marolles  
18:00 – 19:00: Visit of the passive house standard social housing projects La Plume, Brussels 
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Objectives 
Achieving a clean energy transition in the housing sector is a hard nut to crack. Any viable strategy 
must aim to scale-up approaches that have already been tried and tested and not rely on targets alone. 
When it comes to actual practices that work on the ground, under the right conditions, public, 
cooperative and social housing providers are the ones that have taken the lead in getting the job 
done. Although they only make up on average 11% of the overall stock in the EU, they have become 
a a point of reference for the energy transition for a number of reasons: 
 the energy performance within the sector is on average better than the private rental or the 

homeowners’ sectors 
 Driven both by the responsibility of mitigating  the rise in the cost of living for the medium 

and low-income families and people with special housing needs they house with  that of 
reducing emissions, the sector has developed expertise in achieving renovation which 
balances social and environmental concerns, making it sustainable and scalable.  

 from 2010 to 2015, it is estimated that affordable housing providers have invested more than 
32,8 billion Euros in refurbishment projects concerning 1.843.000 dwellings generating a total 
of 506.550 full-time jobs 

 The sector which covers housing owned by cooperative, public and social landlords as well as 
owner-occupied serves as a microcosm of the broader residential sector 

Today’s session will showcase through a wide range of examples of international cooperation that are 
already unfolding across Europe, solutions that pave the way for the large scale uptake of  tools and 
strategies for the modernization of the EU housing stock. The key question emerging is what are the 
essential skills and training needs to carry out energy renovation in the social housing sector? 
While progress is significant, making quality renovation affordable for all residents within in sector is 
an ongoing challenge for social housing providers. The cost of renovation and the various schemes 
and mechanisms to finance it are determining factors, too. Bringing down at the same time the cost 
of renovation and the cost of finance are crucial considerations for the policy debate.  
This event aims therefore at:  

1. Identifying and promoting the skills and training needs in the field of housing retrofitting 
 

2. Sharing common understanding between the stakeholders of the housing renovation 
markets by building upon other flagship programmes 
 

3. Informing the policy at the EU level on the training and skills needed to achieve a fair 
energy transition  
 

The PROF / TRAC project, under which this event will take place, targets technical experts, architects 
and managers involved in nZEB design and construction. The developed European training and 
qualification scheme will be part of a life-long learning process for continuous development and up-
skilling of professionals. For more information, please visit: http://proftrac.eu/prof-trac/prof-trac-in-
a-nutshell.html 

http://proftrac.eu/prof-trac/prof-trac-in-a-nutshell.html
http://proftrac.eu/prof-trac/prof-trac-in-a-nutshell.html

