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National Summary Reports 

(for public dissemination) 
 

1. Country: 

 

Austria 

 

2. Please describe briefly the legal context of implementation of the RES Directive 

2009/28/EC in your country:  max 150 words 

 
Due to the federal structure of Austria, the competences in the renewable energy field generally lie 
with the nine regional governments (Länder), according to Art. 15 (1) of the Federal Constitution. The 
exception are those competences that are explicitly allocated to the Federal Ministry of Economic 
Affairs, Family and Youth (BMWFJ) in the Federal Constitution, such as the electricity and transport 
sectors. 
 
Regarding renewable electricity, the legal basis is provided by the Green Electricity Act 2002 and its 
extensions of 2006, 2008, 2009 and 2011 (BGBI. I No 149/2002 as amended BGBl. I No 104/2009, 
BGBI No 75/2011).

1
 The Green Electricity Ordinance (Ökostromverordnung) determines the feed-in 

tariffs for new renewable generating stations where a first-time contract is made with the green power 
settlement agent in a given year. The recent Green Electricity Ordinance for 2012 (ÖSVO 2012) was 
published on 30 December 2011.
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For heating and cooling, the main policy instruments are competence of the regional governments 
(“Länder”). Specifically, the development of legislation and RES measures for residential buildings falls 
largely within the competence of the regional governments (Länder). The regional governments rely on 
a combination of subsidy schemes for heating&cooling renewable energy technologies (investment 
grants, etc.), which are in some cases part of the incentive packages for new buildings and for thermal 
refurbishment of buildings. 
 
Regarding biofuels, the EU Biofuels Directive was implemented into national law within the scope of 
the Fuel Order Amendment (BGBl. II No 417/2004) in 2004. The Fuel Order was adapted again in 
2009.

3
 In addition, tax incentives for biofuels are specified in the mineral oil tax law (MöStG; BGBl. Nr. 

630/1994). The mineral oil tax law was changed through amendments to the Federal Tax Law 2009 
(AbgÄG 2009)

4
, which modified the minimum share of biofuels in a given fuel required to be eligible for 

the lowest tax rate. 

 

3. Please describe briefly the general status of implementation of the RES Directive 

2009/28/EC in your country: max 150 words 

 

                                                 
1
 Bundesgesetz, mit dem Neuregelungen auf dem Gebiet der Elektrizitätserzeugung aus erneuerbaren Energieträgern und auf 

dem Gebiet der Kraft-Wärme-Kopplung erlassen werden (Ökostromgesetz – ÖSG) sowie das Elektrizitätswirtschafts- und - 

organisationsgesetz (ElWOG) und das Energieförderungsgesetz 1979 (EnFG) geändert werden. StF: BGBl. I Nr. 149/2002, 

idF. BGBl. I Nr 75/2011. 

2  471. Verordnung des Bundesministers für Wirtschaft, Familie und Jugend, mit der Preise für die Abnahme elektrischer 

Energie aus Ökostromanlagen auf Grund von Verträgen festgesetzt werden, zu deren Abschluss die 

Ökostromabwicklungsstelle im Jahr 2012 verpflichtet ist (Ökostromverordnung 2012 - ÖSVO 2012)
 

3 Änderung der Kraftstoffverordnung 1999 (BGBl. II Nr. 168/2009): Verordnung des Bundesministers für Land- und 

Forstwirtschaft, Umwelt und Wasserwirtschaft, mit der die Kraftstoffverordnung 1999 geändert wird. 
4 Abgabenänderungsgesetz 1975 (BGBl. Nr. 636/1975 i.d.F. 151/2009): Bundesgesetz, mit dem das Einkommensteuergesetz 

1988, das Körperschaftsteuergesetz 1988, das Alkoholsteuergesetz, das Biersteuergesetz 1995, das Mineralölsteuergesetz 

1995, das  Schaumweinsteuergesetz 1995, das Tabaksteuergesetz 1995, das Tabakmonopolgesetz 1996 und die 

Abgabenexekutionsordnung geändert werden – (AbgÄG 2009). 
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The RES target for Austria according to the RES Directive 2009/28/EC is 34% of gross final energy 
consumption by 2020. In 2005, the base year for setting the RES targets, this share amounted to 
24.4%. In 2010, the share amounted to 30,8%. 
 
The main measures taken in the past 2 years to achieve the national RES targets outlined in the 
NREAP are described in the progress report 2011 on the NREAP of Austria as follows:
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1. Overarching measures: 

 
- Climate protection law 
 - Energy and climate spatial planning concepts 
- Energy efficiency law 
- klima:aktiv campaign for climate protection 
 

2. Buildings sector 
 
- Building standards of the regional governments 
- Development of criteria and instruments for subsidies in the building sector 
 

3. Energy production 
 
- Green electricity act
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- Ordinance of tariffs for use of the electricity transmission system 
(SystemnutzungsentgelteVerordnung  SNE-VO 2012).
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-  
4. Energy security of supply  

 
- Development of district heating and district cooling  
- Development of the Austrian transmission and distribution networks 
- Development of electricity pump storage  

 

4. Please describe briefly at least 2 key activities for implementation of the RES 

Directive 2009/28/EC conducted and/or planned in your country. Please indicate for 

which CA-RES working group this information would be relevant.  For doing so, 

please use Table 1 below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
5
 Federal Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth (BMWFJ). Fortschrittsbericht 2011 zum Nationalen Aktionsplan 2010 für 

erneuerbare Energie für Österreich (NREAP-AT) gemäß Richtlinie 2009/28/EG des Europäischen Parlaments und des Rates 

(Progress Report 2011 on the NREAP for Austria, in German) 
6
 See e.g. E-control Austria Green Electricity Report 2011. English Abstract. http://www.e-

control.at/portal/page/portal/medienbibliothek/oeko-energie/dokumente/pdfs/green-electricity-report-2011-abstract.pdf 
7
  440. Verordnung der Regulierungskommission der E-Control, mit der die Entgelte für die Systemnutzung bestimmt 

werden (Systemnutzungsentgelte-Verordnung 2012, SNE-VO 2012) 

 

 

 



 

3 

Table 1: Overview of key activities for implementation of the RES Directive 2009/28/EC related to the 

scope of the CA-RES working groups 

 
Name of 

the activity 

Short description (scope of the activity, target groups or areas, achieved or 

expected results). 100-200 words 

Relevant 

CA-RES 

WG 

name & 

number 

Green 
Electricity 
Act 2012 

The new Green Electricity Act 2012 (“Ökostromgesetz 2012”) has further 
consolidated the legal framework for financial support to green electricity 
generation and the expansion of generation capacities.  
 
The Green Electricity Act 2012 contains renewable expansion targets for 
the periods 2010-2015 and 2010-2020. The Act 2012 calls for the 
construction of an additional 700 MW of hydropower capacity (including 350 
MW of small and medium-sized hydro), 700 MW of wind power capacity, 
500 MW of PV capacity and 100 MW of biomass capacity (subject to the 
availability of fuel/feedstock). The Act also sets expansion targets for 2010-
2020. It foresees that 1,000 MW hydro, 2,000 MW wind, 200 MW 
biomass/biogas and 1,200 MW PV capacity be built during this period. 
 
The Green Electricity Act has also substantially increased the funds for 
supporting electricity from renewable sources. The additional support 
budget increased from 21 to 50 million Euro per year.  
 
The feed-in tariffs for contracts concluded in 2012 are set out in the 
Ökostromverordnung (Green Electricity Order) 2011 published 
on 30 December 2011 

Cooper
ation 
Mechani
sms and 
NREAP
s (WG1) 

Subsidies 
for PV 
under 5 
kWp from 
the 
Climate 
and 
Energy 
Fund 
(KLI.EN) 

Investment subsidies for solar photovoltaic (PV) facilities under 5 kWpeak 
(kWp) in private households are provided by the Austrian Climate and 
Energy Fund (KLI.EN). The subsidies have met with an overwhelmingly 
positive response from the general public. Applications by private persons 
have by far exceeded the available funds, which have been exhausted 
within minutes after opening. In 2011, 35 millions Euro were spent for 
financial support of these kind of PV facilities. 
 
The investment subsidy is limited to 30% of the costs of the total facility. For 
building-integrated PV facilities, 1450 Euro/kWp are provided. For free-
surface PV facilities, this subsidy amounts to 1100 Euro/kWp. The subsidies 
of the KLI.EN fund can, in principle, be combined with subsidies provided by 
the regional governments. 

Cooper
ation 
Mechani
sms and 
NREAP
s (WG1) 

Residentia
l building 
subsidies 
provide 
incentives 
for 
synergies 
between 
energy 
efficiency 
and 
renewable
s 

Regional governments in Austria (“Länder) provide incentive packages for 
new buildings and for thermal refurbishment of existing buildings in the 
framework of the residential building subsidy (“Wohnbauförderung”). 
 
These incentive packages operate through points that are awarded to a 
given applicant. The total number of points received by the applicant 
determine the size of the subsidy granted by the regional government. The 
subsidy is paid in the form of loans, grants and/or allowances. 
 
Points are awarded for energy efficiency measures on the building envelope 
and efficient heating systems but also for the use of renewable energy for 
onsite heating and water heating systems or for a connection of the building 
to the district heating system. In this way, synergies between energy 
efficiency and renewable energy in the residential buildings sector are being 
exploited. 

RES in 
Building
s, RES 
and 
District 
Heating 
(WG4)  

http://www.e-control.at/de/recht/bundesrecht/oekostrom-energieeffizienz/verordnungen#oekostromverordnung2009
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5. Additional activities (optional, if there are any additional activities regarding the 

implementation of the RES Directive that you would like to highlight) 
 

6. Additional information (optional, if there is any additional information that you want to 

communicate) 
 

 


